
              

Sunday 27 April 2025 – 2nd Sunday of Easter 
THE ABBEY 

8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant:  The Reverend Martin Lee 
9.30 am Parish Eucharist  Celebrant:  The Reverend Martin Lee 
    Preacher:  Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes 
(There is a school service in the Abbey at 11.30 am.) 
Collect: Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our 
justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always 
serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

Readings:   Acts Ch 5: v 27 - 32; John Ch 20: v 19 - 31  
Hymns:    119 & 118, 107, 173 (265), 124 

6.00 pm Choral Evensong  Officiant:   The Reverend Martin Lee 

CASTLETON CHURCH 

 11.15 am Mattins  Officiant:   The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON (Theme: ‘Unbelievable’) 

10.30 am Morning Worship Leader:   The Reverend Jim Edie 
Speaker:   The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 
9.30 am Morning Service  Officiant:   The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LONGBURTON CHURCH (APCM follows this service.)  
10.00 am Village Communion Celebrant:   The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 

 

SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON, 
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON and 

LONGBURTON 
 

To know God and to make Him known 
in wonder, love and praise 

 Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705 
 

The Abbey – Weekday/Monthly Services  
Every Monday – Saturday - 8.30 am – Morning Prayer - The Sepulchre Chapel   
Every Monday - 9.00 am – CW Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel  
Every Tuesday - 12 noon – CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel           
Every Wednesday - 10.30 am – Holy Communion with Homily (CW/BCP) – The Lady Chapel  
Every Thursday - 12 noon – BCP Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel    
Every Friday - 9.00 am – Ecumenical Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    
1st Friday of the month - 9.00 am – Requiem HC -  The Sepulchre Chapel (Friday 2 May 2025)     
3rd Friday of the month - 11.00 am – Remembering the Fallen (next service: Fri 16 May 2025) 
Every Saturday at 9.00 am – CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    

 
 
 



  

Sunday 4 May 2025 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 
THE ABBEY  
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant:  The Reverend Martin Lee 
9.30 am Parish Eucharist  Celebrant:  The Reverend Martin Lee 
    Preacher:  The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell 
    Deacon:   The Reverend Robert Green 
6.00 pm Choral Evensong  Officiant:   The Reverend Martin Lee 

CASTLETON CHURCH 

 11.15 am Choral Mattins  Officiant:   The Reverend John Townend 
Sung by the Beckett Consort (part of the Sherborne Music Festival) 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON (Theme: Calling Series: ‘Worthy of our calling’) 

10.30 am Morning Worship Leader:   Kathy Pinsent 
Speaker:   Mark Greenstock 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 
9.30 am Family Service  Officiant:   The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LONGBURTON CHURCH  
10.00 am Village Communion Celebrant:   The Reverend Pene Kennedy 

Thought for the Day 
In a week when we reflect on the passing of Pope Francis, the Apostles’ words ‘We must obey 
God rather than any human authority’ in this week’s reading from Acts 5 seem rather appropriate 
to me.  
It has been reflected by many a commentator that it was quickly obvious that, following his 
election as the 266th Pope, Jorge Mario Bergoglio was going to be different from his predecessors.  
From his choice of name ‘Francis’ to his refusal to adopt some of the ‘trappings’ adorned on 
previous Popes, Pope Francis was to stand out on the world stage as a countercultural Pope.  For 
me he was someone who seemed to understand a need to balance tradition and modernisation 
and someone who was convicted to make Christ known through his words and his actions.  He 
wasn’t afraid to ‘obey God’ using his voice to stand for truth and justice and challenge the world’s 
‘human authorities’ and powers.  He spoke out for the marginalised and worked for reconciliation 
and peace.  He brought together the major worldwide church denominations in 2015 with the 
purpose of creating an agreement of working together to ‘protect our common home’ following 
‘Laudato Si’ his letter to the world about the state of the planet.  All of this was done with peace 
and humility, plus what we call the fruits of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness and self-control.  These are attributes of God’s Kingdom and 
attributes that witness in a world that has such different values.   
So, as we reflect on the life of this great man of faith, perhaps we too can reflect on how we are 
doing with the charge to ‘obey God rather than any human authority’.  This is not to say don’t 
follow the law (!), but to ask what are we doing to further the work of the Holy Spirit with peace 
and humility in our communities?                                                                              The Reverend Jim Edie 
                                                               
 



 

  

Notices 

Visiting Hours: The Abbey is open to visitors (free of charge) on Mondays to Saturdays (8.00 
am – 5.00 pm) and on Sundays (11.00 am – 5.00 pm). The Abbey may close when private 
services are taking place. School Service: Sunday 27 April (11.30 am). Sherborne Music 
Festival: Thursday 1  – Thursday 8 May (various rehearsals and concerts). 

Prayer List: The Sick: Harry Bond, Chris Smallbone, Alan Gillard, Peter Dunkin, Rosie Taylor, 
Judith Spelman, Julie Godley, Miranda Broadhurst, David Hayes & Shirley Fooks. The 
Departed: Mary Balfour, Richard Bonnie & Pope Francis.                  Andrew Cross, Head Verger 

Service Music (Sunday 27 April): Parish Eucharist: Setting: Mass for four voices, Byrd; 
Anthems: The Lord is my shepherd, Parisian Tone; Ave verum, Mozart; Hymns: 119 & 118, 
107, 173 (265), 124. Choral Evensong: Introit: O nata lux, Tallis; Responses: Tallis; Psalm: 130, 
Parratt; Canticles: Fifth Service, Tomkins; Anthem: Salvator mundi, Tallis; Hymns: 486, 104. 
Music News: The Girls’ Choir have resumed their Thursday Evensongs in the Abbey at 5.30 
pm but will not be singing on Thursday 1 May 2025 due to the Abbey Festival taking place 
then. The boys and the girls will be joining forces for their Abbey Festival concert on Monday 
5 May 2025 at 7.30 pm for two of the items in the concert; the back rows are working hard 
to support them all.                                                                    James Henderson, Director of Music 
Organ Recitals:  On Mondays at 1.30 pm, free entry, retiring collection, all welcome: 

Monday 28 April 2025 – Dr Charlie Gurnham, Assistant Director of Music, Sherborne Abbey 
Monday 5 May 2025 – Thomas Trotter (this recital is part of the Music Festival; tickets 

£15.00 from 0333 666 3366 or www.ticketsource.co.uk/sherborneabbeyfestival)   

Electoral Roll: The Electoral Roll for The Abbey, Castleton and St Paul’s is being revised in 
advance of the APCM. All forms should have been returned by Saturday 26 April 2025 if you 
wished to vote at the APCM. After this date, no additions can be made until after the APCM. 
After the revision, a copy of the roll will be published by the PCC for at least 14 days and/or 
will be available for inspection.                                                                                  Chris Hamon 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM): The APCM for the Parish of Sherborne with 
Castleton & St Paul’s will take place on Sunday 11 May 2025, 4.00 pm, Digby Memorial 
Church Hall. Nomination forms etc for Churchwardens, elected members of the PCC (4 
representatives are needed to serve for 3 years & one for a year) and the Deanery Synod 
(4 representatives are needed to serve for 1 year) are available at the churches. Please return 
completed forms etc to the Parish Office.  The Annual Report, Financial Statements & the 
2024 APCM Minutes will be emailed to all on the Electoral Roll & hard copies will be available 
at all three churches 7 days before the APCM. The APCM is open to all Parishioners. However, 
only those who are on the Church Electoral Roll are eligible to vote.  Nomination forms, 
copies of the Report and Accounts may also be collected from the back of the Abbey or from 
the Parish Office once available.                                                   David Fifield, lay Vice-Chair, PCC  

St Cuthbert's Way: On Tuesday a group of ten from the Sherborne Benefice will start walking 
from Melrose to Holy Island, aiming to reach Lindisfarne on Sunday 4 May 2025.  Please 
include them in your prayers as they meet this pilgrimage challenge.                        Ros English 

Lent Appeal: Thank you so much to those who have supported our Lent Appeal this year. I 

shall be sending the final amount to Confident Children Out of Conflict and The Hilfield Friary 

early in May. If you would still like to contribute, please do so by WEDNESDAY 30 APRIL 2025. 

Contributions may be left in the Parish Office or via the Abbey website. Many thanks.  

John Crossman, Chair FIAC 

 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sherborneabbeyfestival


 

 

  

 

                      

Parish Office – 01935 713777 (Monday – Friday 9.00 am – 3.00 pm (1.00 pm on Mondays)) 
Email: Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com  

Abbey Shop – Staffed hours: Monday - Friday 10.30 am – 3.30 pm; Saturday 10.30 am – 1.00 pm. 
Abbey Tours – If you wish to book a tour, please contact the Parish Office. 

Website: https://www.sherborneabbey.com/   

Longburton Village Café: In St James’s church, the café provides tea, coffee (free refills) & 
great cakes for just £2.50. Tuesdays 29 April, 6 & 20 May 2025; 10.30 am – noon. 
‘Picturing Easter’ – visual meditations on the Easter Story: An exhibition of paintings by The 
Reverend David Marl ARCA in the South Aisle near the Lady Chapel, Sherborne Abbey is on 
now until Wednesday 30 April 2025. Do pop in to view the paintings. The Reverend David Marl 

Sherborne Abbey Regular Guided Tours: On Tues & Thurs (10.30 am) and Wed & Fri (2.00 
pm). Just turn up and our guide will be waiting for you in the porch. Tours are free of charge 
(donations appreciated). For larger groups or a bespoke tour, contact the Parish Office 
(joanna.sams@sherborneabbey.com/01935 713777).                 Harold Clarke, Head Tour Guide  

Friends of Sherborne Abbey AGM: On Sunday 18 May 2025 in The Abbey at 7.00 pm for a 
7.15 pm start. The AGM will follow a Friends’ Evensong at 6.00 pm & there will be a short 
reception (drink & ‘nibbles’) in between to welcome you to the meeting.                Chris Hamon 

The Abbey Shop: Are you interested in being a volunteer Abbey Shop Assistant (training will 
be given)? Commitment only needs to be two hours a week. We specifically need someone 
available on a Saturday or every other Tuesday. Or would you be prepared to be a reserve 
who could be called upon at short notice? Email: Chris.Hamon@sherborneabbey.com                                  

Alpha Course (run by St Paul’s): Starts Wednesday 7 May 2025; 7.45 pm; for ten weeks. Open 
to everyone, no previous knowledge required; come & ask questions, join in or just listen. For 
details & to sign up contact St Paul’s Office: 01935 816444/admin@spcsherborne.co.uk 

Julian Group: On Wednesday 14 May 2025; 4.00 pm – 4.30 pm; Lady Chapel.            Shirley Fry 
Mothers’ Union: On Friday 23 May 2025; 10.30 am; Digby Memorial Church Hall.          Jo Higgs 
 

  

The Benefice Team 
Sherborne Abbey with Castleton & St Paul’s, Lillington and Longburton: 

Team Rector: The Reverend Martin Lee 
The Vicarage, Abbey Close, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3LQ.   

Tel: 01935 713777 or 07725 593100   Email: Rector@sherborneabbey.com  
Assistant Curate: The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell Email: rev.becca.mcdonnell@gmail.com 

Team Vicar: The Reverend Jim Edie            Associate Priest: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 
with particular responsibility for St Paul’s            with particular responsibility for 
Church, Sherborne. St Paul’s Vicarage,            St Martin of Tours, Lillington 
8 Kings Road, Sherborne DT9 4HU.             11 Fairfield, Sherborne DT9 4HG. 
01935 816444 (office)/revdjim.edie@gmail.com    Email: frhughbonsey@gmail.com  

St Mary Magdalene, Castleton & St James the Great, Longburton - Contact Sue Lee at the 
Parish Office (Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com) for enquiries about these two churches. 

 

 

         

Donations to Sherborne Abbey PCC - The running of our 

wonderful Abbey costs £5.00 per minute - not to mention our other 
churches!  We rely on donations to help maintain them – if you 

could kindly ‘spare a minute’ to make a donation please use this QR 
code or the card machine in the Abbey. Thank you so much. 
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