SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON,
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON and
LONGBURTON

To know God and to make Him Rnown
in wonder, love and praise

Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705

Sunday 15 December 2024 — 3" Sunday of Advent
THE ABBEY

8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell
9.30 am Parish Eucharist Celebrant: The Reverend Martin Lee
Preacher: Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes

Collect: O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way
before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and
make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at
your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for
you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Readings: Philippians Ch4:v4—7; Luke Ch3:v7-18 Hymns: 5, 15, 11, 490

1.30 pm & 2.30 pm Shoppers’ Carols (part of Sherborne Market Day)

5.00 pm Christingle Officiant: The Reverend Martin Lee
CASTLETON CHURCH

11.15 am Mattins Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey
STPAULS@THEGRYPHON

10.30 am All Age Nativity Service Performed by: COsSMIC

LILLINGTON CHURCH

9.30 am Morning Service Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey
LONGBURTON CHURCH Officiants: The Reverend Lesley McCreadie
6.00 pm Carol Service The Reverend Pene Kennedy

Thursday 19 December 2024 — Choral Evensong — 5.30 pm

Sherborne Abbey; sung by the Sherborne Singers (see service music on page 3).

The Abbey — Weekday/Monthly Services

Every Monday — Saturday at 8.30 am — Morning Prayer - The Sepulchre Chapel

Every Monday at 9.00 am — CW Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel

Every Tuesday at 12 noon — CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel

Every Wednesday at 10.30 am — Holy Communion with Homily (CW/BCP) — The Lady Chapel
Every Thursday at 12 noon — BCP Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel

Every Friday at 9.00 am — Ecumenical Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel

1% Friday of the month at 9.00 am — Requiem Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel (next
service Friday 3 January 2025)



The Abbey — Weekday/Monthly Services continued

3" Friday of the month at 11.00 am — Remembering the Fallen (next service Friday 20 Dec 2024)
Every Saturday at 9.00 am — CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel

w/c Monday 23 December 2024: Please note that Morning Prayer will not take place from
Monday 23 Dec — Saturday 28 Dec 2024. Holy Communion will take place as normal at 9.00 am on
the Monday & at 12 noon on the Tuesday. It will take place at 10.00 am on Friday 27 December
2024 (St John) and on Saturday 28 December 2024 (The Holy Innocents).

Thought for the Day

We are now advancing further into 'Waiting Advent', time perhaps to consider the mystery of
God's coming to be with us here and now, though remaining the eternal Creator: how can the
Infinite be limited in time and space on earth? And why? As we here await the coming of Christ
the Saviour, the poet-priest R S Thomas in his poem The Coming offers us a God's-eye view, the
heavenly perspective: 'And God held in his hand/ A small globe. Look, he said./ The son looked.
Far off,/ as through water, he saw/ A scorched land of fierce/ colour.’

The Father and the Son together look lovingly, yet with sorrow, on our broken earthly landscape,
marred by strife and pollution.

Then the focus becomes more particular: we see where the Son's coming is to take place, and
where it will have its ending - which of course is not an ending - the place of crucifixion. There
'many people’ wait, holding out their arms in longing for life, hope and resurrection; and all those
things will be given in abundance by the God of all compassion, who comes to us in Christ. But it
is the Son's decision to come.

'On a bare/ Hill a bare tree saddened/ The sky. Many people/ Held out their thin arms / To it, as
though waiting/ For a vanished April/ To return to its crossed/ Boughs. The son watched/ Them.
Let me go there, he said.’ Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes

Sunday 22 December 2024 - 4t Sunday of Advent
THE ABBEY

8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Martin Lee

9.30 am Parish Eucharist Celebrant: The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell
Preacher: The Reverend Robert Green
Deacon: The Reverend Martin Lee

5.00 pm Festival of Lessons Officiants: The Reverend Martin Lee

and Carols The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell

CASTLETON CHURCH

11.15 am Mattins Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON (Theme: “Advent — Mary’s Song”)

10.30 am All Age Family Leader & Speaker: The Reverend Jim Edie

Communion

LILLINGTON CHURCH (eats/drinks after the service)

6.00 pm Carol Service Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey

LONGBURTON CHURCH
10.00 am Holy Communion Officiant: The Reverend Pene Kennedy



Notices

Visiting Hours: The Abbey is open to visitors (free of charge) on Mondays to Saturdays (8.00 am —
5.00 pm) and on Sundays (11.00 am — 5.00 pm). Please note that between Monday 23 — Saturday
28 December 2024, visiting hours will be 10.00 am — 3.00 pm. The Abbey may close when private
services are taking place. Thanksgiving Service: Wednesday 18 December (2.00 pm). School
Rehearsals: Tuesday 17 December (9.00 am & 12.45 pm), Thursday 19 December (10.00 am).
School Service: Thursday 19 December (2.00 pm). Please see poster in porch & our website for more
details of Christmas services & events.

Prayer List: The Sick: Harry Bond, Chris Smallbone, Alan Gillard, Peter Dunkin, Rosie Taylor, Judith
Spelman, Doreen Elderkin & Julie Godley. The Departed: Rosalind Moore, Ann Smart & David
Balmford. Andrew Cross, Head Verger

Service Music (Thursday 19 December: Choral Evensong (5.30 pm): Sung by the Sherborne Singers.
Introit: Ding Dong! Merrily on high, Wood; Responses: Slogrove; Psalm: 98 Booth; Canticles: Wood
in D; Anthem: And | saw a new heaven, Bainton; Hymns 39, 42.
Service Music (Sunday 15 December): Parish Eucharist: Setting: Missa O quam gloriosum, Victoria;
Carols: In the bleak midwinter, Holst; People look East, Ferguson; Hymns: 5, 15, 11, 490. Christingle
Service (5.00 pm): Separate Order of Service; Anthem: Nativity Carol, John Rutter.
Children’s Choir: The Children's Choir rehearses at 4.00 pm on Mondays in the Digby Memorial
Hall. Please contact charlie.gurnham@sherborneabbey.com, our Assistant Director of Music, to
join—or simply turn up and enjoy some carol singing. James Henderson, Director of Music
Organ Recitals: On Mondays at 1.30 pm, free entry, retiring collection, all welcome:

Monday 9 December 2024 — James Henderson, Director of Music, Sherborne Abbey

(last recital in the series; restarts on Monday 6 January 2025)

Christmas Concert: Carols, music and song! On Monday 16 December 2024 in the Abbey at 7.30
pm featuring the Abbey Choirs, Sherborne Town Band and local music groups. Free entry (not
ticketed), all welcome! James Henderson, Director of Music

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies with Carols!: Join us on Wednesday 18 December 2024 from 7.00 pm
in The Lady Chapel and then sing carols outside (weather permitting). All most welcome!

A Quieter Christmas Service: On Thursday 19 December 2024 at 7.00 pm in The Lady Chapel. A
delightfully quiet, reflective time just before Christmas for those who find the busyness of this
season a struggle. You may be thinking of a loved one at this time or feel that a little oasis may
benefit you and put Christmas into its right perspective. This service allows us all to draw near to
God to steady, refresh and still our hearts for the coming of Christ. The Reverend Lesley McCreadie

Messy Church: On Friday 20 December 2024, 2.00 pm — 4.00 pm, Digby Memorial Church Hall.
Christmas themed art & craft activity session; all ages from 4+ (to be accompanied by an adult); no
charge; all welcome! Sue Lee
Festival of Lessons and Carols: Our annual carol service on Sunday 22 December at 5.00 pm in The
Abbey. Although we are pleased and proud to host a large number of carol services for our schools
and other organisations, this is our own, offered to and for the whole community. All welcome!
Longburton Village Café: Held in the village church of St James, the café provides tea, coffee (free
refills) & great cakes for just £2.50. Tuesdays 17 Dec 2024, 7 & 21 January 2025; 10.30 am — noon.
Leaving Gift for Sue Morgan: Sue has been our Head Guardian for over six years but has decided
to hand over the reigns. If you would like to donate towards a leaving gift for Sue, please do so at
the Parish Office. A presentation will be made to Sue in the New Year (date/time to be announced)
to thank her for all her hard work and commitment to the Abbey. Thank you so much, Sue.



mailto:charlie.gurnham@sherborneabbey.com

Toy Sunday: A huge thank you to all who donated toys and pamper gifts on Toy Sunday. We had
a fabulous quantity which have been massively appreciated by the North Dorset Women’s Refuge,
Rendezvous, Sherborne and The Hidden Needs Trust. Thank you all so much. Parish Office
Thank you from North Dorset Women’s Refuge: “Thank you all so much for your wonderful
thoughtful generosity. The presents you have given us enable us in turn to make sure that both
children and mums are not forgotten this Christmas. Leaving the home which has been your
security is a grim thought for all of us. Some women are brave enough to get away from the
perpetrator with whom they have spent time and love. Remember the “Refuge families” in your
prayers please and not just at Christmas time. We can only help if you continue to support us!
With our best wishes for a peaceful and Happy New Year.”

Sara Jacson, Chair, The Friends of the North Dorset Women’s Refuge
Julian Group: Not a prayer group; an opportunity for silence & meditation with fellow Christians
and let God speak to us. Meetings ecumenical & very refreshing. On Wednesday 8 January 2025,
Lady Chapel, Abbey, 4.00 pm —4.30 pm. Shirley Fry (01935 389124)

Facilities Project: The proposals for toilets and a new Vestry have now been formally
published. Details are available in the Vestry. After 30 days, provided there are no unresolved
objections, the Chancellor of the Diocese will be asked to issue a Faculty. Mike Keatinge
Parish Office Christmas Hours: The office will close at 1.00 pm on Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24
December 2024, and will then be closed until Wednesday 1 January 2025 inclusive. The office will
re-open on Thursday 2 January 2025. The Reverend Martin Lee

Donations to Sherborne Abbey PCC - The running of our
wonderful Abbey costs £5.00 per minute - not to mention our other
churches! We rely on donations to help maintain them — if you
could kindly ‘spare a minute’ to make a donation please use this QR
code or the card machine in the Abbey. Thank you so much.

The Benefice Team
Sherborne Abbey with Castleton & St Paul’s, Lillington and Longburton:
Team Rector: The Reverend Martin Lee
The Vicarage, Abbey Close, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3LQ.
Tel: 01935 713777 or 07725 593100 Email: Rector@sherborneabbey.com
Assistant Curate: The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell Email: rev.becca.mcdonnell@gmail.com

Team Vicar: The Reverend Jim Edie Associate Priest: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey
with particular responsibility for St Paul’s with particular responsibility for

Church, Sherborne. St Paul’s Vicarage, St Martin of Tours, Lillington

8 Kings Road, Sherborne DT9 4HU. 11 Fairfield, Sherborne DT9 4HG,

01935 816444 (office)/revdjim.edie@gmail.com Email: frhughbonsey@gmail.com

St Mary Magdalene, Castleton & St James the Great, Longburton - Contact Sue Lee at the
Parish Office (Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com) for enquiries about these two churches.

Parish Office — 01935 713777 (Monday — Friday 9.00 am — 3.00 pm (1.00 pm on Mondays))
Email: Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com
Abbey Shop - Staffed hours: Monday - Friday 10.30 am — 3.30 pm; Saturday 10.30 am —1.00 pm.
Abbey Tours — If you wish to book a tour, please contact the Parish Office.
Website: https://www.sherborneabbey.com/
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