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December Snapshots!

Shoppers’ Carols: On Sunday 1 December 2024; 1.30 pm, 2.30 pm & 3.30 pm; part of the
Sherborne Festive Shopping Day. And on Sunday 15 December 2024; 1.30 pm & 2.30 pm. All
welcome to these short services — come and sing carols!

Advent Carol Service: On Sunday 1 December 2024; 5.00 pm, Sherborne Abbey.
Welcome to our Advent service with traditional choral music, readings and
reflections as we look towards the coming of the light of the world. The
congregation hold lit candles to illuminate the Abbey.

Christmas Organ Recitals: Mondays; 1.30 pm; free entry; retiring collection. On Monday 2
December 2024 — Dr Charlie Gurnham, Assistant Director of Music, Sherborne Abbey and on
Monday 9 December 2024 — James Henderson, Director of Music, Sherborne Abbey.

Railway Touring Company Carol Service: On Wednesday 4

December 2024; 2.30 pm; Abbey. Why not join in this traditional »'*h
Christmas Carol Service specially arranged for The Railway Touring \
Company tour with travellers arriving at Sherborne on their special @(
train hauled by Merchant Navy class steam locomotive No. 35028

)
Clan Line. All are welcome to attend!

Christmas with the Rifles: Back by popular demand, the Salamanca Band of the
Rifles Regiment returns to the Abbey on Saturday 7 December 2024 at 2.00 pm
to perform their annual Christmas Concert. All are welcome; free entry; retiring
collection for a military charity and the Abbey.

Dorset Freemasons’ Carol Service: On Sunday 8 December 2024; 2.45 pm; Abbey.

Mothers’ Union: Our Christmas Carol Service is on Friday 13 December 2024 at

10.30 am in the Lady Chapel, Sherborne Abbey. All welcome! We shall be making

up the Christingles after the service over coffee. Jo Higgs, Secretary

Christmas Concert: On Monday 16 December 2024; 7.30 pm; Sherborne Abbey. Join us for
carols, music and song! Featuring the Sherborne Abbey Choir, the Town Band and other local
music groups. Free entry; all welcome! James Henderson, Director of Music
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies with Carols: On Wednesday 18 December 2024; 7.00 pm; all are
welcome to join us in the Lady Chapel and then sing carols outside (weather permitting).
Christmas Messy Church: On Friday 20 December 2024; 2.00 pm — 4.00 pm; Digby Memorial
Church Hall. Christmas themed art & craft activity session; no charge; 4 years + (to be
accompanied by an adult). Sue Lee (Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com)
Abbey Festival of Lessons and Carols: On Sunday 22 December 2024; 5.00 pm. Our annual
carol service for the whole community. Free entry; retiring collection for Abbey Choirs’ Fund.



mailto:Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com

Other Events and Notices

SCT Christmas Tree Festival: From Saturday 30 November 2024 to Saturday 7 December
2024; Cheap Street Church. The festival will raise funds for two Sherborne charities: SHARES
(Sherborne Area Refugee Support), and The Rendezvous, which supports young people. The
festival ends with a Carol Service at 5.00 pm on 7 December. Do pop in to see the amazing
trees and support these worthwhile local charities. The Reverend Rebecca McDonnell

Sherborne Museum: On Sunday 1 December 2024; 10.30 am - 12.30 pm - Messy Museum
drop-in session for free family friendly Christmas crafting at the museum. On Thursday 5
December 2024; 2.00 pm; Digby Memorial Hall, Digby Road - Winter talk: ‘Unlocking the
Archives - The David Hunt Collection’. Volunteers share their experiences of cataloguing the
museum's collection of glass plate negatives in this grant-funded project. Tickets: £5
admission, museum members free; light refreshment provided.  Elisabeth Bletsoe, Curator
Longburton Village Café: Held in the village church of St James, the café provides tea, coffee
(free refills) & great cakes for just £2.00. Tuesdays 3 & 17 Dec 2024 from 10.30 am - noon.

Sherborne Historical Society: On Tuesday 3 December 2024; 8.00 pm; Digby Hall, Hound
Street. ‘Stonehenge: Antiquaries & Artists’ by Professor Sam Smiles. This talk explores
purposes & meaning to artistic responses to Stonehenge. Membership: £20 for 12 talks; £5
per talk; students free. Enquiries to John Boodle. shs7membershipsec@gmail.com
www.sherbornehistoricalsociety.co.uk

Sherborne Arts Society: On Wednesday 4 December 2024; 3.00 pm & 7.00 pm; Digby Hall,
Hound Street. ‘A Rebel on the Run: Caravaggio’s Final Years’ to be presented by Sian Walters.
Caravaggio was the definitive bad boy of art history. His meteoric rise to fame ended abruptly
following a particularly violent and bloody brawl. Members free (non-members £10.00).
https://theartssocietysherborne.org/ Nicole Lyscom
Jazz Concert: On Friday 6 December 2024; 7.30 pm; Cheap Street Church. Mike Denham’s
Elite Syncopations with Trevor Whiting, Ali Whiting & Gus Dolding. Tickets £17.50; to book
email Fiona.franklin@therendezvous.org.uk; cash/card on door. Fiona Franklin
St Paul’s Crafts & Carols: On Sunday 8 December 2024; 3.00 pm —5.00 pm; at St Paul’s Church
(St Paul’s Close, Sherborne, DT9 4DU). Fun for all the family, crafts, seasonal refreshments &
carols. All are very welcome. The Reverend Jim Edie
Singing Bowl Soundbaths: On Tuesday 10 December 2024; 9.00 pm — 10.30 pm; Griffiths
Room, Digby Memorial Church Hall & on Sunday 29 December 2024; 2.00 pm — 4.00 pm;
Oborne Village Hall DT9 4LA. Pure sound deep-tissue massage to quieten the mind, calm the
emotions, and relax and detox the body. Price: £16.00. To book in advance email
ahiahel@live.com or ring 01935 389655. Queries/cancellations 07798 530515. Dean Carter

Inspiring Pilgrim Journeys: 2025 programme - https://www.journeying.co.uk/journeys-2025

JUST FOR FUN!

Which church in the Sherborne Benefice is this, holding their
Carol Service on Sunday 15 December 2024 at 6.00 pm?
November’s answer: The Great West Window.

If you have an item to submit for a future Bulletin please email:
Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com
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Sherborne U3A Choir & Madrigal Group: On Wednesday 11 December 2024; 2.00 pm; Cheap
Street Church. Come and join the group in singing some favourite carols! Free admission,
everyone invited — do bring family and friends! Maggie Nightingale
Julian Group: Not a prayer group; an opportunity for silence & meditation with fellow
Christians and let God speak to us. Meetings ecumenical & very refreshing. On Wednesday
11 December 2024, Lady Chapel, Abbey, 4.00 pm —4.30 pm. Shirley Fry (01935 389124)

Sherborne and District Gardeners' Association: On Thursday 12 December 2024; 2.30 pm;
Digby Hall, Hound Street. A quiz followed by some light festive fare. All welcome. Visitors
£3.00. Further information from Richard Newcombe 01935 389375. Angela Walmsley

Continuum Concert: On Friday 13 December 2024; 7.00 pm; Cheap Street Church. Directed
by Harry Guthie, a concert with European & British carols plus popular Christmas songs.
Tickets (£20 adults; £10 students; U16s free) from Eventbrite, Winstone’s Bookshop (cash
only) or on the door. Retiring collection for Sherborne primary schools. Anne Dearle

The Rendezvous Community Cuppa: On Monday 16 December 2024; 10.00 am; Cheap Street
Church Hall. Join us for a chat, cuppa (£1) & cake (£2). All welcome. Profits to Rendezvous.

Wincanton Choral Society Christmas Concert: On Sunday 15 December 2024; 7.30 pm; St
Luke & St Teresa’s Catholic Church, Wincanton BA9 9DH. Musical Director: Neil Moore.
Rutter’s Magnificat, Vivaldi’s Gloria & Christmas music. Tickets £15.00 (U18s free) from
Ticketsource or on the door. www.wincantonchoralsociety.co.uk Sally Greenhalgh
The Sherborne Market: Sunday 15 Dec; 10.00 am — 3.00 pm; Cheap Street, Abbey Road, Half
Moon Street, Digby Road & Pageant Gardens; 170 stalls, all local artisans & food producers.
Sherborne Stop the Litter Campaign:, Please help! Tuesdays; meet 10.00 am - noon. High viz
tabards, litter pickers, bags & gloves provided: 17 Dec: Area 3 Junc Castleton/Newland/New
Road/Long Street. Anthony Vosper (07977 241305)
Sherborne Digby Hall Monthly Market: Large indoor market of up to 70 stalls; café; free
entry; parking & toilets; 1st Saturday of every month; 10.00 am — 3.00 pm, Mar — Dec; Digby
Hall, Hound Street. https://www.facebook.com/SherborneDigbyHallMonthlyMarket
Sherborne Quakers: Sundays; 10.30 am; Griffiths Room, Digby Memorial Hall; an hour of
quiet prayer/meditation followed by coffee. All welcome! Nick Jackman (07870 192599)

@ ¥ ‘Music Corner’ = i

As Christmas approaches, both Abbey Choirs are rehearsing not just for the Carol Services but
also for the Christmas Concert on Monday 16 December 2024. In many instances this involves
slightly longer rehearsals and of course there are several extra services for the season.

This year come along to enjoy some wonderful contemporary arrangements of carol melodies
by Cecilia McDowall (A Heavenly Song), Matthew Martin (Christe Redemptor Omnium),
Matthew Owens (The holly and the Ivy) as well as some of the well-known arrangements by
Sir John Rutter (Sans Day Carol and Shepherd’s Pipe Carol). Benjamin Britten’s music (Jubilate)
also features in one of the Christmas services, as does a movement from ‘Messiah’ (And the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed) to herald the start of Advent on Sunday 1 December 2024.
Traditional carol-hymns (Once in royal David’s city and the many others) feature at all of these
occasions, so do enjoy a good and hearty sing yourself as well as listening to the choirs singing
Christmas music. James Henderson, Director of Music
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Christmas Church Services
Sherborne Abbey

Sunday 15 December 2024 — 2.00 pm — Christingle Service
Thursday 19 December 2024 — 7.00 pm — Lady Chapel - A Quieter Christmas Service
Christmas Eve Tuesday 24 December 2024 — midday — Holy Communion; 3.00 pm & 5.00 pm
— Crib Services & Lighting of the Tree; 11.30 pm Midnight Mass (1%t Eucharist of Christmas)
Christmas Day Wednesday 25 December 2024 — 8.00 am — BCP Said Holy Communion;
9.30 am - Parish Eucharist with carols; 11.30 am — Festal Mattins
Thursday 26 December 2024 — 10.00 am — Feast of St Stephen Eucharist with carols

St Mary Magdalene, Castleton, Sherborne

Christmas Day Wed 25 December 2024 — 11.00 am - Service of Lessons & Carols with BCP HC

St Paul’s@The Gryphon, Sherborne

Sunday 15 December 2024 — 10.30 am — Nativity Service - @TheGryphon
Christmas Eve Tuesday 24 December 2024 — 10.00 am —
Quieter Christmas Communion Service — @St Paul’s Church
Christmas Day Wednesday 25 December 2024 — 10.00 am —
Christmas Celebration Service - @TheGryphon

St Martin of Tours, Lillington

Sunday 22 December 2024 - 6.00 pm — Carol Service
Christmas Day Wed 25 December 2024 — 9.30 am — Family Holy Communion with Carols

St James the Great, Longburton

Sunday 15 December 2024 — 6.00 pm — Carol Service
Christmas Eve Tues 24 December 2024 — 4.00 pm - ‘Crib Service @the Inn’ — Rose & Crown
Christmas Eve Tuesday 24 December 2024 — 11.30 pm — First Euchrist of Christmas
Christmas Day Wednesday 25 December 2024 — 10.00 am — Family Holy Communion Service
(Please see our website www.sherborneabbey.com or the Pewsheet for more details.)

Donations to Sherborne Abbey PCC - The running of our
wonderful Abbey costs £5.00 per minute - not to mention our other
churches! We rely on donations to help maintain them — if you
could kindly ‘spare a minute’ to make a donation please use this QR
code or the card machine in the Abbey. Thank you so much.

Sherborne Abbey Visiting Hours — Mon - Sat 8.00 am — 5.00 pm; Sundays 11.00 am —
5.00 pm; free entry. Mon 23 — Sat 28 December: 10.00 am — 3.00 pm.
(Please be aware that The Abbey may close when private services are taking place.)

JANUARY BULLETIN — DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 2024 (9.00 AM)

Parish Office — 01935 713777 (open Monday — Friday 9.00 am — 3.00 pm (closes 1.00 pm Mondays)
Email: Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com Website: https://www.sherborneabbey.com/



http://www.sherborneabbey.com/
mailto:Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com
https://www.sherborneabbey.com/

