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Part 1
Introduction
0\�ZRUN�RQ�H[WUDFWLQJ�QHZVSDSHU�UHSRUWV�

RQ�EHOOV�DQG�FKDQJH�ULQJLQJ��RFFXS\LQJ�PXFK�
RI�P\�VSDUH�WLPH�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WHQ�\HDUV�RU�
PRUH��FDQ�RIWHQ�DGG�PRUH�GHWDLO�WR�VWRULHV�
WKDW�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�WROG��DQG�PDNH�WKRVH�
VWRULHV�ZRUWK�UHYLVLWLQJ��6RPH�UHFHQW�ZRUN�
RQ�DQRWKHU�VXEMHFW�KDV�FDXVHG�PH�WR�FROODWH�
DOO�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�,�KDYH�JRW�RQ�WKH�EHOOV�DW�
6KHUERUQH�$EEH\��WKH�KHDYLHVW�ULQJ�RI�HLJKW�
EHOOV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�WKLV�DGGV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
GHWDLO�WR�WKH�VWRU\��7KLV�DUWLFOH�FRQFHQWUDWHV�
RQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�LQ�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��EXW�
,�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�DQ�LQWURGXFWLRQ��ZKLFK�RQO\�
VNLSV�RYHU�WKH�FRPSOLFDWHG�DQG�XQUHVROYHG�
KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�ULQJ�LQ�WKH�VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\��
+HUH�,�VKRXOG�PHQWLRQ�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
QHZVSDSHU�H[WUDFWV�FRPH�IURP�WKH�Western 
Flying Post; or, Sherborne and Yeovil 
Mercury��ZKLFK�KDG�RWKHU�YDULDWLRQV�RQ�
WKDW�WLWOH��WKLV�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
Sherborne Mercury��DQG�LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�
FRQFLVHQHVV�,�KDYH�XVHG�WKH�IDPLOLDU�WLWOH�

Background
,Q�PHGLDHYDO�WLPHV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DW�

6KHUERUQH�ZDV�FRPSOLFDWHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
WKHUH�ZDV�D�SDULVK�FKXUFK�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�ZHVW�
HQG�RI�WKH�$EEH\�FKXUFK��7KLV�SDULVK�FKXUFK�
ZDV�SXOOHG�GRZQ�DIWHU�WKH�DEEH\�FKXUFK�ZDV�
GLVVROYHG�LQ�������VROG��DQG�WKHQ�ERXJKW�
IRU�WKH�WRZQ��DQG�WKH�EHOOV�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�
WKH�FHQWUDO�WRZHU�RI�WKH�DEEH\�FKXUFK��7KH�
FHQWUDO�WRZHU�RI�WKH�DEEH\��ZKHQ�UHEXLOW�E\�
WKH�1RUPDQV��ZDV�DOPRVW�FHUWDLQO\�D�ODQWHUQ�
WRZHU��EXW�LQ�WKH�¿IWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�WKH�XSSHU�
VWDJH�ZDV�UHEXLOW�DV�D�EHOO�FKDPEHU��DQG�WKH�
VSDFH�EHQHDWK�ZDV�FHLOHG�ZLWK�D�VWRQH�YDXOW��
7KLV�ZDV�QRW�WKH�PRVW�LGHDO�RI�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
EHOOV��ZLWK�WKH�RQO\�FKDPEHU�EHORZ�WKH�EHOIU\�
EHLQJ�WKH�XQÀRRUHG�VSDFH�DERYH�WKH�YDXOWLQJ��
VR�WKDW�WKH�EHOOV�ZHUH�UXQJ�IURP�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�
WKH�FHQWUDO�WRZHU��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�D�QXPEHU�
RI�URSH�KROHV�YLVLEOH�LQ�WKH�YDXOWLQJ��,QFOXGHG�
LQ�WKLV�WUDQVIHU�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�ZKDW�ZDV�
LQLWLDOO\�FDOOHG�WKH�JUHDW�EHOO��ZKLFK�LV�VDLG�WR�
KDYH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�WRZQ�RI�6KHUERUQH�E\�
&DUGLQDO�:ROVH\��,Q������DQ�(QJOLVK�DUP\�
LQYDGHG�)UDQFH��DQG�7RXUQDL�ZDV�FDSWXUHG�
RQ����6HSWHPEHU�������7KH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�
:ROVH\�ZDV�PDGH�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�RI�WKH�
GLRFHVH��EXW�FRXOG�QHYHU�HQIRUFH�KLV�FODLP�WR�
EH�ELVKRS�RI�WKDW�GLRFHVH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 
7KLV�EDFNJURXQG�DW�OHDVW�PDNHV�SODXVLEOH�WKH�
VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�KH�JDYH�EHOOV�IURP�7RXUQDL�
WR�YDULRXV�SODFHV�LQ�(QJODQG��LQFOXGLQJ�
6KHUERUQH��KLV�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHLQJ�WKDW�KH�KDG�
EHHQ�UHFWRU�RI�WKH�QHDUE\�SDULVK�RI�/LPLQJWRQ�
IURP������WR�������7RXUQDL�ZDV�UHWXUQHG�WR�
)UDQFH�LQ�������VR�WKH�JLIW��LI�LW�KDSSHQHG�DW�
DOO��WRRN�SODFH�EHIRUH�WKLV��DQG�LW�KDV�EHHQ�
VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�LW�WRRN�SODFH�DERXW�������,W�
ZDV�ODWHU�VDLG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�VPDOOHVW�RI�
¿YH�EHOOV�IURP�7RXUQDL�WKDW�:ROVH\�GRQDWHG�
WR�RWKHU�SODFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FDWKHGUDOV�RI�

<RUN��2[IRUG��/LQFROQ��DQG�([HWHU��DQG�WKDW�
HDFK�ZDV�FDOOHG�µ7RP¶�DIWHU�WKH�GRQRU��WKLV�
LV�GHPRQVWUDEO\�LQFRUUHFW��Dorset County 
Chronicle����)HEUXDU\��������2WKHU�DFFRXQWV�
VWDWH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKH�VPDOOHVW�RI�VHYHQ�EHOOV�
7KHUH�ZHUH�VL[�EHOOV�DW�6KHUERUQH�E\�������

IRU�LQ�WKDW�\HDU��V���G��ZDV�SDLG�IRU�WUXVVLQJ�
WKH�VL[WK�EHOO��7KLV�VL[WK��JUHDW��EHOO�ZDV�
UHFDVW�LQ�������DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�VXJJHVWLRQ�WKDW�
LW�ZDV�UHFDVW�DJDLQ�LQ���������DOWKRXJK�WKH�
EDODQFH�RI�SUREDELOLW\�LV�WKDW�WKH�HQWU\�LQ�WKH�
DFFRXQWV�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�IRXUWK�EHOO��1R�UHFRUG�
RI�WKH�LQVFULSWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�HDUOLHU�YHUVLRQV�RI�
WKH�EHOO�LV�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�VXUYLYHG��DQG�WKH�
¿UVW�NQRZQ�LQVFULSWLRQ��DQG�WKH�¿UVW�FHUWDLQ�
PHQWLRQ�RI�:ROVH\�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
JUHDW�EHOO��FRPHV�LQ�������ZKHQ�WKH�EHOO�ZDV�
UHFDVW�RQ����2FWREHU�LQ�WKDW�\HDU�E\�7KRPDV�
3XUGXH�RI�&ORVZRUWK��D�GDWH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�KLV�
LQVFULSWLRQ��WKH�¿UVW�SDUW�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV��DQG�
LV���µ%<�:2/6(<6�*,)7�,�0($685(�
7,0(�)25�$//¶
7KLV�EHOO�LV�VDLG�WR�KDYH�ZHLJKHG�PRUH�WKDQ�

WKUHH�WRQV��DOWKRXJK��DV�ZLOO�EH�VHHQ��WKLV�ZDV�
D�JURVV�RYHU�HVWLPDWH��

The Eighteenth Century
,Q������WKH�EHOOV�ZHUH�UHKXQJ��WKH�SD\PHQW�

EHLQJ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�SDULVK�DFFRXQWV�IRU�
��������µ%\�FDVK�SDLG�0U��%HOE\�DQG�0U��
(YDQV�IRU�QHZ�KDQJLQJ�WKH�VL[�EHOOV�DQG�IRU�
NHHSLQJ�WKHP�LQ�UHSDLU�IRU�7ZR�\HDUV�EHLQJ�
ERXQG�E\�%RQG�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�VDPH�����¶
0U��µ%HOE\¶�ZRXOG�DOPRVW�FHUWDLQO\�

KDYH�EHHQ�7KRPDV�%LOELH�RI�&KHZVWRNH��
RI�WKH�IDPRXV�IDPLO\�RI�EHOOIRXQGHUV�DQG�
FORFNPDNHUV��DQG�0U��(YDQV�FDPH�IURP�:HOOV��
DV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHSRUW�IURP�WKH�Sherborne 
Mercury�RI���$SULO������VKRZV�

µ0U��*(25*(�(9$16��RI�WKH�&LW\�
RI�:HOOV��%HOO�+DQJHU��KDV�FRPSOHWHG�
QHZ�KDQJLQJ�RI�WKH�%HOOV�KHUH��WR�WKH�
6DWLVIDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�7RZQ��VR�DV�WR�

EH�UXQJ�ZLWK�KDOI�WKH�0HQ�DV�XVXDO��
7KLV�3HDO�LV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�
KHDYLHVW�LQ�(QJODQG��WKH�7HQRU�EHLQJ�
���+XQGUHG��7KH�VDLG�*HRUJH�(YDQV�
ZLOO�ZDLW�XSRQ�DQ\�3DULVK�ZKR�PD\�
KDYH�2FFDVLRQ�WR�KDYH�WKHLU�%HOOV�QHZ�
KXQJ�¶

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�ERDVWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�EHWWHU�
µJR¶�RI�WKH�EHOOV�GRHV�QRW�VSHFLI\�H[DFWO\�KRZ�
PDQ\�PHQ�ZRXOG�WKHQ�EH�QHHGHG��EXW�ZH�FDQ�
EH�VXUH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�QXPEHU��
DV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�HQWU\�PDGH�E\�-RKQ�$OIUHG�
3DUQHOO�LQ�KLV�06�RQ����)HEUXDU\������VKRZV�

µ7KH�+HDYLHVW�3HDO�RI���%HOOV�LQ�
(QJODQG�DUH�DW�WKH�3DULVK�&KXUFK�DW�
6KHUERUQH��LQ�'RUVHWVKLUH��WKH�WHQRU�
%HOO�ZDV�PHDVXUHG�E\�0U��5LFKDUG�
'DYLV��RI�%ULVWRO��D�%HOO�+DQJHU�DQG�
KH�SURQRXQFHV�KHU�WR�EH����FZW��LQ�WKH�
NH\�RI�%��EXW�WKH�5LQJHUV�DW�6KHUERUQH�
VD\�VKH�LV����FZW���DQG�WKH\�KDYH����
PHQ�WR�UDLVH�WKHP�LQ�WKH�&RPSDQ\�¶

The Nineteenth Century
7KH�DERYH�H[WUDFW�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�WKH�

*RWKLF�7UDYHOOHU�EULQJV�XV�LQWR�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�
FHQWXU\��ZKHQ�WKH�SRRU�VWDWH�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�
WRZHU�RI�WKH�DEEH\�FKXUFK�ZDV�VXFK�WKDW�WKH�
ULQJLQJ�RI�WKH�EHOOV�ZDV�FXUWDLOHG��,QGHHG��
LW�ZDV�SUREDEO\�DW�DERXW�WKLV�WLPH��RU�QRW�
ORQJ�DIWHU��WKDW�WKH�EHOOV�FHDVHG�WR�EH�UXQJ��
,Q������D�UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�WRZHU�
ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�IURP�:LOOLDP�:LONLQV��D�
/RQGRQ�DUFKLWHFW��SURPSWHG�E\�D�IDOO�RI�VWRQH�
IURP�WKH�YDXOWLQJ�RI�WKH�FKDQFHO�GXULQJ�GLYLQH�
VHUYLFH��7KLV�FDOOHG�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�GDPDJH�
WR�WKH�WRZHU�ZDOOV��WKH�VLJQV�RI�VHWWOLQJ��DQG�
EXOJLQJ�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�ZDOO��+H�UHFRPPHQGHG�
WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�FDVW�LURQ�JLUGHUV��DQG�LW�
ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKDW�WKH�ULQJLQJ�RI�WKH�EHOOV�
ZRXOG�FDXVH�IXUWKHU�GDPDJH��$QRWKHU�RSLQLRQ�
ZDV�VRXJKW�IURP�(GZDUG�7KRPDV�3HUF\��D�

Wolsey’s Bell: ringing at Sherborne in the nineteenth century
by John Eisel

Sherborne Abbey in the winter sunshine (Photo Ed J Bucknall)
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ORFDO�DUFKLWHFW��VXUYH\RU��DQG�ODQG�DJHQW��ZKR�
SURSRVHG�WKDW�WZR�TXHHQ�SRVWHG�WUXVVHV�RI�
RDN�VKRXOG�EH�LQVWDOOHG��WR�VSDQ�WKH�WRZHU�
DQG�VXSSRUW�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�EHOOV�ZKLFK�
ZRXOG�EH�FDUULHG�WR�WKH�RXWHU�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�
WRZHU��+H�DOVR�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�WKH�WRZHU�
EH�WLHG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�ZKDW�ZDV�GHVFULEHG�DV�
DQ�µLURQ�EDQGDJH¶�VXFK�DV�ZDV�UHFRPPHQGHG�
E\�6LU�&KULVWRSKHU�:UHQ�LQ������WR�EH�XVHG�
DW�6DOLVEXU\��$IWHU�PXFK�GHOLEHUDWLRQ�LW�
ZDV�DJUHHG�WKDW�3HUF\¶V�VFKHPH�VKRXOG�EH�
LPSOHPHQWHG��DQG�RQ��WK�-XQH������DQ�DGYHUW�
DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�Sherborne Mercury��DVNLQJ�
IRU�WHQGHUV�IRU�WKLV�ZRUN�WR�EH�VXEPLWWHG�
E\���WK�-XQH�������3ODQV�DQG�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�
ZHUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�R൶FH�RI�-3�0HOPRWK��
D�ORFDO�VROLFLWRU�ZKR��OLNH�3HUF\��ZDV�PXFK�
LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�D൵DLUV�RI�WKH�WRZQ���7KH�WHQGHU�
ZDV�GXO\�OHW�WR�ORFDO�DUWL¿FHUV��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�
XQWLO������WKDW�D�OHWWHU�LQ�WKH�Dorset County 
Chronicle�RI���WK�2FWREHU��VXEVHTXHQWO\�
FRSLHG�LQWR�WKH�Sherborne Mercury��LQIRUPHG�
WKH�SXEOLF�RI�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUN��
ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW�XQGHU�WKH�
VXSHUYLVLRQ�RI�0U��3HUF\��EHJLQQLQJ�

µ6,5��²7KH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�
6KHUERUQH��DQG�WKH�QHLJKERXUKRRG��
DQG�WKH�YLVLWRUV�WR�RXU�3DFN�0RQGD\�
)DLU��ZHUH�PXFK�JUDWL¿HG�E\�KHDULQJ�
DJDLQ�RXU�QREOH�DQG�VRQRURXV�SHDO�RI�
EHOOV��ZH�FRQIHVV�WKDW�WR�XV�WKHLU�PXVLF�
ZDV�DV�FKHHULQJ�DQG�SOHDVLQJ�DV�WKH�
YRLFH�RI�DQ�ROG�DQG�GHDU�IULHQG��ZKR�
KDG�EHHQ�ORQJ�DEVHQW��DQG�MXGJLQJ�
IURP�WKH�FKHHUIXO�IDFHV�DQG�OLYHO\�
H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�YLVLWRUV��WKH\�ZHUH�
FHUWDLQO\�GHOLJKWHG�WR�KHDU�WKHP�DJDLQ�
UXQJ�RQ�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ��WKHLU�PXVLF�
DSSHDUHG�WR�HQOLYHQ�WKH�VFHQH��WR�XQLWH�
EXVLQHVV�ZLWK�SOHDVXUH��DQG�UHQGHU�LWV�
SUHVHQW�GXOOQHVV�PRUH�SOHDVLQJ¶

7KH�OHWWHU�FRQWLQXHG�E\�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�ZRUN�
WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW��DQG�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKLV�
ZDV�SDLG�IRU�ZLWK�WKH�DLG�RI�D�ORDQ�IURP�(DUO�
'LJE\��ZKR�RZQHG�6KHUERUQH�&DVWOH��ZKLFK�
ZRXOG�EH�UHSDLG�E\�DQQXDO�LQVWDOPHQWV��
,W�LV�DVVXPHG�WKDW�DIWHU�WKHVH�UHPHGLDO�ZRUNV�

WKH�EHOOV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�UXQJ��+RZHYHU��LW�
ZDV�QRW�WRR�PDQ\�\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�
PRUH�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�JHQHUDO�
DQG�WKH�WRZHU�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��$�UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�
VWDWH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�ZHOO�
NQRZQ�/RQGRQ�DUFKLWHFW�5&�&DUSHQWHU��DQG�
ZDV�GLVFXVVHG�DW�D�SXEOLF�PHHWLQJ�RQ���WK�
2FWREHU�������:KHQ�TXHVWLRQHG��&DUSHQWHU�
VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�WRZHU�H[KLELWHG�YDULRXV�VHYHUH�
IUDFWXUHV��DQG�DOWKRXJK�KH�GLG�QRW�WKLQN�WKDW�
LW�ZDV�XQVDIH�LW�ZDV�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�VDWLVIDFWRU\��
DQG�KH�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�
WRZHU�EH�FRQWHPSODWHG���7KH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�SLHUV�
ZDV�VXFK�WKDW��ZKLOH�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�WKHVH�
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WKH�¿UVW�ZRUN�WR�EH�WDNHQ�LQ�
KDQG��LW�PXVW�EH�GRQH�DW�VRPH�WLPH��GHSHQGLQJ�
RQ�ZKLFK�SDUW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�ZRUN�VKRXOG�
EH�FRPPHQFHG�RQ�¿UVW��2Q���VW�2FWREHU�
�����WKHUH�ZDV�D�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�
LQ�YHVWU\��WR�KHDU�0U�&DUSHQWHU¶V�UHSRUW��DQG�
PDNH�D�UDWH��7KHUH�ZDV�DOVR�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�
WKH�QHFHVVLW\�IRU�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�
WRZHU�SLHUV��ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�KHDUG�WKDW�WKH�FRVW�
RI�LQVHUWLQJ�VXSSRUWLQJ�WLPEHUZRUN�ZKLOH�WKH�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�ZHUH�WDNLQJ�SODFH�ZRXOG�EH�DV�

PXFK�DV�ZKHQ�WKH�SLHUV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�UHEXLOW��
VR�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�UHDOO\�PXFK�SRLQW�LQ�
GRLQJ�WKLV��$�YHVWU\�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�KHOG�RQ���WK�
$SULO�������ZKLFK�UHFHLYHG�IXUWKHU�HVWLPDWHV�
IRU�WKH�UHSDLUV��DQG�WKLV�LQFOXGHG������IRU�WKH�
WRZHU�SLHUV�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�VRXWK�WUDQVHSWV��
DQG�WKH�WZR�OLWWOH�DUFKHV�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�WUDQVHSW��
�Sherborne Mercury����WK�$SULO�������7KH�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DEEH\�FKXUFK�EHJDQ�ZLWK�
WKH�QDYH�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������DQG�ZDV�
FRPSOHWHG�LQ�������$�PHHWLQJ�LQ�WKH�WRZQ�KDOO�
GHFLGHG�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�ZRXOG�EH�RSHQHG�ZLWK�
WZR�VHUYLFHV�RQ���WK�$XJXVW�������DQG�WKH�
UHSRUW�LQ�WKH�Sherborne Mercury�RI��WK�$XJXVW�
LQFOXGHG�WKH�SDUDJUDSK�

µ$�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WKHQ�HQVXHG�ZLWK�
UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�VHUYLFHV��DQG�LW�ZDV�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�KDYH�WZR��LW�EHLQJ�
XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�DW�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
VHUYLFH��WKH�HGL¿FH�ZRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�
XS�WR�VWUDQJHUV��7KH�&KDLUPDQ�VWDWHG�
DV�RQH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�
�����LQ�GHEW��DQG�WKDW�WKH\�KRSHG�WKH�
RSHQLQJ�VHUYLFH�ZRXOG�UHGXFH�LW�������
RI�WKLV�GHEW�KDG�EHHQ�RFFDVLRQHG�E\�
WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�KDYLQJ�QHZ�WLPEHUV�
IRU�WKH�SLHUV��EXW�KDOI�WKDW�DPRXQW�
ZRXOG�EH�UHVWRUHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�FRXOG�
WDNH�GRZQ�DQG�VHOO�WKH�VFD൵ROGLQJ��$�
ORQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�>W@KHQ�DURVH�XSRQ�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�RI�DSSURSULDWLQJ�WKH�VLWWLQJV��
0U��:��)IRRNV��LQ�DQVZHU�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ��
VDLG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�WLPH�
EHIRUH�WKH�WUDQVHSW�FRXOG�EH�RSHQHG��
DV�WKH�WRZHU�SLHUV�ZHUH�LQ�VR�VHULRXV�D�
FRQGLWLRQ��WKDW�KH�IXOO\�H[SHFWHG�WR�KHDU�
WKDW�WZR�RI�WKHP��WKH�(DVWHUQ�SLHUV��
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EH�UHEXLOW�¶

:RUN�LQ�WKH�WUDQVHSWV�DQG�SLHUV�ZDV�
FRPSOHWHG�E\�-XQH�������ZKHQ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�
WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�UHRSHQHG��WKH�WZR�HDVWHUQ�
SLHUV�ZHUH�UHEXLOW��DQG�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�ZHUH�
SDUWO\�VR��+RZHYHU��WKH�FKDQFHO�KDG�\HW�WR�
EH�UHVWRUHG��DQG�ZDV�SDUWLWLRQHG�R൵�IURP�WKH�
UHVW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��6XFK�ZDV�WKH�FRQFHUQ�RI�
WKH�DUFKLWHFW�5&�&DUSHQWHU��WKDW�KH�ZURWH�D�
OHWWHU�WR�WKH�YLFDU�DQG�FKXUFKZDUGHQV��FDOOLQJ�
DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�SRRU�VWDWH�RI�WKH�YDXOWLQJ�RI�
WKH�FKDQFHO�DQG�LWV�DLVOHV��GLVFODLPLQJ�DQ\�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�VKRXOG�DQ\�DFFLGHQW�RFFXU�GXH�
WR�WKH�LQVHFXUH�VWDWH�RI�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��
DQG�UHFRPPHQGLQJ�WKDW�RQ�QR�DFFRXQW�VKRXOG�
WKH�SXEOLF�EH�DOORZHG�DFFHVV��,W�ZDV�SULQWHG�LQ�
WKH�Sherborne Mercury�RQ��WK�-XQH������
7KHUH�LV�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KRZ�WKLV�

UHVWRUDWLRQ�ZRUN�D൵HFWHG�WKH�ULQJLQJ�RI�
WKH�EHOOV��,W�VHHPV�PRVW�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�
GLVFRQWLQXHG�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUN��SRVVLEO\�
EHIRUH��LI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�WRZHU�ZDV�DQ\WKLQJ�
WR�JR�E\��DQG�RQO\�UHFRPPHQFHG�DIWHU�WKH�
SLHUV�RI�WKH�WRZHU�KDG�EHHQ�UHEXLOW�
8S�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�QR�PHQWLRQ�

RI�KRZ�WKH�EHOOV�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�UXQJ��EXW�LQ�
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�WKHUH�
LV�GH¿QLWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKLV��7KH�YLFDU�
RI�6KHUERUQH��WKH�5HYG�(GZDUG�+DUVWRQ��
SXEOLVKHG�D�SDPSKOHW�RQ�WKH�EHOOV��SDUW�RI�
ZKLFK�ZDV�FRSLHG�LQWR�WKH�Dorset County 
Chronicle�RQ��WK�)HEUXDU\�������µ7KH�WRZHU�
FRQWDLQHG�D�SHDO�RI�VL[�EHOOV�XS�WR�WKH�\HDU�RI�
WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��������EHVLGHV�WKH�
6DQFWXV�EHOO��DQG�D�VWUDQJHO\�GLVFRUGDQW�¿UH�

EHOO��VKDSHG�VRPHZKDW�OLNH�D�SHDU��7KH�EHOOV�
ZHUH�UXQJ�IURP�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�WKH�
UXGH�VW\OH�NQRZQ�DV�µGHDG�URSH�SXOOLQJ�¶�7KHUH�
ZHUH�QR�VWD\V��DQG�HDFK�URSH�VZD\HG�DERXW�
ZLWK�DQ�XQFRQWUROOHG�IDOO�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[W\�
IHHW��7KLV�FOXPV\�PHWKRG�UHTXLUHG�WZHQW\�RQH�
PHQ�DV�ULQJHUV�DQG�SXOOHUV��&DUGLQDO�:ROVH\¶V�
EHOO�HPSOR\HG�VL[��WKH�ODG\�EHOO�¿YH��DQG�WKH�
UHVW�RI�WKH�SHDO�LQ�SURSRUWLRQ��7KH�EHOOV�URVH�
DQG�IHOO�LQ�TXLFN�DQG�DOPRVW�XQGLVWLQJXLVKDEOH�
VXFFHVVLRQ��%XW�EHLQJ�UDUHO\�UDLVHG�DERYH�
µVWRFN�OHYHO�¶�LW�LV�DOORZHG�E\�DOO�WKDW�WKH\�
JDYH�IRUWK�D�VZHHWQHVV�RI�WRQH�WKDW�ZRXOG�
KDYH�DOWRJHWKHU�FKDUPHG�WKH�HDU��EXW�IRU�WKH�
LPSHUIHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IRXUWK�EHOO��VLQFH�UHFDVW���
7KH�ODERXU�RI�ULQJLQJ�ZDV�JUHDW��DQG�SK\VLFDO�
VWUHQJWK�ZDV�PRUH�UHJDUGHG�LQ�WKH�FKRLFH�RI�D�
ULQJHU�WKDQ�KLJKHU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV��7KH�FDSWDLQ�
RI�WKH�FRPSDQ\�ZDV�D�VLQJHU�DW�WKH�:HVOH\DQ�
PHHWLQJ�KRXVH�¶
$�UHYLVHG�VHW�RI�UXOHV�IRU�WKHVH�ULQJHUV�

ZHUH�GUDZQ�XS�LQ�-DQXDU\�������E\�WKH�
YLFDU��WKH�5HYG�(GZDUG�+DUVWRQ��DQG�WKH�WZR�
FKXUFKZDUGHQV��WKH�GDWH�RI�WKH�HDUOLHU�YHUVLRQ�
LV�QRW�NQRZQ��+HUH�LW�VKRXOG�EH�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�
LQ�GHDG�URSH�µSXOOLQJ¶�WKH�EHOO�ZDV�URSHG�LQ�
VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�EHOO�FRXOG�RQO\�EH�SXOOHG�
DW�ZKDW�ZDV�H൵HFWLYHO\�WKH�EDFNVWURNH��DQG�
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�KDQGVWURNH��$FWXDOO\��EHOOV�FDQ�
EH�VZXQJ�YHU\�KLJK�XVLQJ�GHDG�URSH�ULQJLQJ��
EXW�WKHUH�LV�QRW�WKH�FRQWURO�DW�ERWK�VWURNHV�WKDW�
LV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�FKDQJH�ULQJLQJ�DQG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�
HDV\�WR�RYHUWXUQ�EHOOV�EHLQJ�UXQJ�YLJRURXVO\�
LQ�WKLV�ZD\��,Q�YLHZ�RI�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�EHOOV��
DQG�WKH�ODERXU�RI�ULQJLQJ�WKHP��LW�VHHPV�PRVW�
OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�ZKHHOV�DW�6KHUERUQH�ZHUH�RI�
FRPSOHWH�IRUP��IRU�GHDG�URSH�ULQJLQJ�WKH�URSH�
ZRXOG�EH�VHFXUHG�WR�WKH�WZLQ�VSRNHV�DQG�WKH�
KROH�WKURXJK�WKH�VROH�RI�WKH�ZKHHO�ZRXOG�EH�
DW�WKH�WZHOYH�R¶FORFN�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�QRW�LQ�WKH�
SRVLWLRQ�XVXDO�WRGD\���:H�KDYH�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
VXFK�D�ZKHHO��GDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�HLJKWHHQWK�RU�
HDUO\�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��KXQJ�RQ�WKH�ULQJLQJ�
FKDPEHU�ZDOO�DW�$OO�6DLQWV¶��+HUHIRUG���7R�
FRQYHUW�VXFK�D�ZKHHO�WR�SURYLGH�D�KDQG�VWURNH��
DOO�WKDW�LV�QHHGHG�LV�IRU�WKH�URSH�WR�EH�WLHG�WR�
WKH�ZKHHO�DW�WKH�XVXDO�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�JDUWHU�
KROH��RU�D�EREELQ�WR�EH�¿[HG�KHUH��RU��RI�
FRXUVH��WR�PDNH�WKH�XVXDO�JDUWHU�KROH�����7KH�
XVH�RI�D�URSH�IRU�SURGXFLQJ�WKH�KDQG�VWURNH�
SXOO�ZDV�PHQWLRQHG�E\�'XFNZRUWK�LQ������LQ�
Tintinnalogia��LQ�WKH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�EHOO�KDQJLQJ��
,Q�KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ��ZKLFK�UHODWHV�WR�D�WKUHH�
TXDUWHU�ZKHHO�ZKHUH�WKH�URSH�ZRXOG�EH�WLHG�WR�
WKH�PDLQ��DOPRVW�YHUWLFDO��VSRNH��LQ�KLV�DGYLFH�
RQ�DGMXVWLQJ�WKH�URSH�VR�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�HTXDO�
SXOOV�RQ�ERWK�VWURNHV��KH�¿UVW�DGYLVHV�OHYHOOLQJ�
WKH�EHOO�RQ�LWV�VWRFN�E\�VXLWDEOH�SDFNLQJ��WKHQ�
JRLQJ�RQ�WR�VD\�

µEXW�VRPHWLPHV�WKH�IDXOW�RI�WKH�
VWURNH�LV�LQ�WKH�6DOO\��ZKLFK�\RX�PD\�
UHPHG\��E\�W\LQJ�WKH�)LOOHW��RU�OLWWOH�
&RUG�DERXW�WKH�ULP�RI�WKH�:KHHO��
ZKLFK�FDXVHWK�WKH�GDQFLQJ�RI�WKH�
5RSH��QHDUHU��RU�IDUWKHU�R൵�WKH�PDLQ�
6SRNH��QHDUHU�PDNHV�D�VKRUW�VWURNH��
IDUWKHU�R൵�WKH�6SRNH��D�ORQJ�RQH�¶

7KLV�D�SRHWLF�ZD\�RI�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�
KDQGVWURNH��7KLV�JLYHV�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�WHUP�
µ¿OOHW�KROH¶�DV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�µJDUWHU�KROH¶��

(To be continued)
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Part 2
We left the story of Sherborne bells in 1852, after the piers of the 

central tower had been rebuilt, and ringing had been resumed, and 
URXQGHG�RXW�WKDW�¿UVW�SDUW�E\�D�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�KRZ�WKH�EHOOV�ZHUH�UXQJ�
at this period. As will be seen, it was not only the tower which needed 
DWWHQWLRQ��EXW�DOVR�WKH�EHOOV�DQG�WKHLU�¿WWLQJV��

The need for restoration of the bells, and the augmentation of 
the ring

One of the customary days of ringing at Sherborne was for the 
anniversary of the coronation of the monarch, and on 28th June 1855 
WKLV�WRRN�SODFH�DV�XVXDO��EHJLQQLQJ�DW�¿YH�R¶FORFN�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��EXW�
the ringers were alarmed by a crash above, ‘and fearing danger, very 
quickly took to their heels, leaving the ropes in full swing’, as the 
report in the Southern Times put it. There must have been mayhem in 
the church, with the ropes thrashing about! Investigation showed that 
the third bell had fallen, breaking the wheel, but fortunately it had 
lodged in the frame, otherwise it could have fallen 16 feet to the top 
of the vaulting and then through into the body of the church. Luckily 
WKH�EHOO�ZDV�QRW�GDPDJHG�DQG�WKH�¿WWLQJV�ZHUH�UHSDLUHG�ORFDOO\��EXW�WKLV�
incident was a warning that the installation needed attention.
,Q������*�'�:LQJ¿HOG�LQKHULWHG�WKH�SURSHUW\�RI�KLV�EDFKHORU�

uncle, the Earl of Digby, and as a memorial to his uncle decided to 
pay for the restoration of the chancel of the church. He also added 
WKH�QDPH�'LJE\�WR�KLV�VXUQDPH��EHFRPLQJ�*HRUJH�'LJE\�:LQJ¿HOG�
Digby. As the restoration progressed, under the direction of Mr 
Slater, the successor to Mr Carpenter, who had died on 27th March 
1855 at the relatively young age of 42, it was decided that this 
generosity should be marked in some tangible form, and at a meeting 
in the town hall on 8th February 1858 the vicar and churchwardens 
recommended that two new bells be added to the ring, which, after 
some discussion, was agreed. A committee of twelve was appointed 
to report to the parishioners on the subject, and a subscription list 
was immediately opened.

There was also the matter of the rehanging of the other bells, and on 
25th June 1858 a vestry meeting considered various matters relating 
to the abbey and its environs. One of these was the question of putting 
WKH�EHOOV�LQWR�ZKDW�ZDV�GHVFULEHG�DV�µHI¿FLHQW�RUGHU¶��UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�
Sherborne Mercury on 29th June 1858 in the following terms:

‘The third subject included in the notice was the putting the 
EHOOV�LQ�DQ�HI¿FLHQW�VWDWH��7KH�EHOIU\�KDG�EHHQ�LQVSHFWHG�E\�D�
person sent from the foundry of Mr Mears, and it had been 
UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH�EHOOV�ZDQWHG�UHKDQJLQJ��DQG�WR�KDYH�D�ÀRRU�
for ringing them placed above the tower vaulting, with stays 
SURYLGHG�IRU�WKHP��DOVR�WKDW�WKH��WK�EHOO��ZKLFK�ZDV�ÀDZHG�
required recasting, the whole of which Mr. Digby was willing 
to undertake. The charge for recasting the 4th bell was stated 
to be £48 6s and for re-hanging the six bells £82 17s 4d. It 
was proposed, seconded, and carried unanimously, “that the 
warmest thanks of the vestry be tendered to Mr. Digby for his 
NLQG�DQG�OLEHUDO�RIIHU�WR�SXW�WKH�EHOOV�LQ�DQ�HI¿FLHQW�VWDWH��DQG�
that he be informed that the parish gratefully accepts the offer.”’

After this meeting the order would have been placed with 
Whitechapel, both for the rehanging and for the two new bells. 
However, time was very short and a grand reopening of the abbey 
had been arranged to take place on 18th August 1858, and while the 
intention may have been for the bells to have been ready for this 
occasion, this did not happen. The contract was given to G Mears 
& Co of Whitechapel, and workmen were sent down to Sherborne 
to rehang the bells so that they could be rung full-circle, and to add 
two pits to the frame for the new bells. However, things did not go to 
plan, and the bells were not ready for the reopening. On 5th August 
1858 the Dorset County Chronicle, in reporting on the restoration of 
the abbey, stated that

‘Within the tower Messrs. Mears’s workmen are labouring 
KDUG�LQ�WKH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�RI�WKHLU�GLI¿FXOW�WDVN�RI�
XQKDUQHVVLQJ�DQG�UHKDQJLQJ�WKH�¿QH�SHDO�RI�EHOOV��LQ�WLPH�IRU�
the celebration of the reopening. The work, however, is one 
RI�VR�PXFK�GLI¿FXOW\�WKDW�WKH\�VWDWH�WKDW�PRUH�DVVLVWDQFH�LV�
required, in order to ensure the bells being ready against the 
18th. The two new bells to complete the octave are being cast 
at Messrs. Mears’ foundry, London, where also the fourth bell 
is being recast.’

The recast fourth bell arrived in Sherborne on Monday, 16th August 
1858, and was escorted to the abbey with much ceremony, but as none 
of the reports of the festivities mention the bells being rung it does not 
appear to have been hung in time for the re-opening service two days 
later. (Southern Times, 21st August 1858) The two new trebles arrived 
a fortnight later, and again were escorted to the abbey with much 
ceremony, the waggon on which they were being conveyed stopping 
for a short while at the toll gate on the Yeovil road for a photograph of 
the group to be taken by Mr. Thomas Geake, a local photographer and 
XSKROVWHUHU��7KH\�ZHUH�VRRQ�KXQJ��DQG�ZHUH�UXQJ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�RQ�
10 September 1858, being reported thus in the Sherborne Mercury of 
Tuesday 14th September 1858:

‘Sherborne�²7KH�¿QH�SHDO�RI�HLJKW�EHOOV�LV�QRZ�FRPSOHWHG��
and on Friday last they sent forth their welcome sound from 
the tower of our glorious church. Several improvements have 
been made in hanging the bells. On the day above mentioned, 
13 ringers from Castle Cary and Ditcheat ascended the tower, 
DQG�UDQJ�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�SHDOV��7KH�SHDOV�ZHUH��KRZHYHU��RI�VKRUW�
duration, as the friction of the new ropes took off some of the 
VNLQ�RI�WKH�PHQ¶V�¿QJHUV�¶

Disaster!
Alas, the happy state of affairs detailed above did not last long. On 

Sunday 30th November 1858 the tenor bell cracked while being rung 
for service. The report in the Southern Times on 4th December 1858, in 
regretting this occurrence, stated that the bell could formerly be heard 
at a distance of about ten miles if the wind was in the right direction, 
and claimed that its weight was about 3 tons 6 cwt. It was estimated 
that it would cost about £200 for the necessary recasting. Such was 
the interest in this event that reports of the cracking of Wolsey’s bell 
appeared in newspapers across the country. Despite the catastrophe 

Wolsey’s Bell: ringing at Sherborne in the nineteenth century
by John Eisel

Sherborne Abbey Crossing Vaulting with rope holes from before the 
15th century, when the ringing chamber was raised (see part 1) – 

(Photo Andy Waring)
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the bells continued to be rung, with the seventh (Lady Bell) as tenor, 
and the band made some progress: on 4th January 1859 the Sherborne 
Mercury reported:

µ7KH�ULQJHUV�KDYH�PDGH�JRRG�SURJUHVV�LQ�WKH�DUW�RI�VFLHQWL¿F�
bell-ringing, and during Christmas-tide have rung some very 
VWHDG\�DQG�JRRG�SHDOV��:H�DUH�JODG�WR�¿QG�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�EHJXQ�
to ring changes, and have no doubt that in the course of time 
the Sherborne ringers will earn themselves much credit for their 
skill.’

,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W�WKH�µVFLHQWL¿F�EHOO�ULQJLQJ¶�LV�OLNHO\�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�
bells being rung full-circle, and not to the change ringing, which 
is rather more likely to have been of call-changes and not half-pull 
ringing.

Meanwhile, the cracking of the great bell caused comment in the 
local press. An article on this, headed ‘Church Matters’, appeared in the 
Sherborne Journal, and although I don’t have access to this particular 
newspaper, we can deduce what was said from the response to it. It 
appears that the article criticised the new mode of hanging the bells 
so that they were rung with the mouths upwards, blaming this for the 
cracking of the great bell, saying that ‘light bells may bear this mode 
of treatment, but to try it on a bell said to weigh 60,000 [sic] lbs. was 
exceedingly stupid.’ A rejoinder to this was written by ‘AN ADMIRER 
OF A GOOD PEAL’, but the editor of the Sherborne Journal refused 
to publish it, and it appeared in both the Dorset County Chronicle 
(16th December 1858) and Sherborne Mercury (21st December 1858) 
instead. In this the writer rebutted the claims about the altered method 
RI�KDQJLQJ��VWDWLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�XVXDO�ZD\�IRU�VFLHQWL¿F�ULQJLQJ��
and quoting the ring at Bow church, where the heavier tenor had been 
rung to a peal of Stedman Caters. There the matter rested.

The recasting of Wolsey’s Bell
It was not until nearly four years later that a report in the Sherborne 

Mercury on 11th November 1862 stated that it was proposed to raise a 
fund to pay for the recasting of the great bell, with the aim of having it 
recast and hung in time for the coming of age of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales a year later (9th November 1863). Things then 
went quiet, and it did not happen, and it was not until 1864 that things 
began to move again. On 28th January 1864 the Abbey choir gave a 
concert, the proceeds of about £10 being given in aid of recasting the 
great bell, but a second concert with the same object a week later was 
only thinly attended. Things really got going in May 1864, when the 
vicar and churchwardens took the matter up, a move welcomed by the 
editor of the Dorset County Chronicle on 19th May 1864. In the same 
issue an advert appeared, appealing for donations towards this object, 
‘to complete a work of which the foundation has been already laid by 
sundry willing contributions both from rich and poor.’ It was stated 
WKDW������ZDV�QHHGHG��DQG�WKDW�*�'�:LQJ¿HOG�'LJE\�RI�6KHUERUQH�
Castle had donated £50. An appeal for donations was made in the 
parish magazine for May 1864, and occasional lists of donations were 
published in the local press. However, it was not until 30th March 
1865 that the churchwardens called a vestry meeting to obtain the 
consent of the parishioners for the great bell to be taken down to be 
recast, for which enough money had been raised. A resolution that the 
churchwardens were to be authorised to spend a maximum of £25 on 
rehanging the bell, repairing the belfry, providing ropes, and carrying 
out necessary repairs, was carried unanimously. 

The contract for recasting the great bell was given to John Warner 
DQG�6RQV��DQG�RQ��WK�6HSWHPEHU������+HQU\�%RVZHOO��WKH�¿UP¶V�
foreman bellhanger, successfully lowered the bell in the presence of 
a large audience. This was a considerable job, as it was necessary to 
PRYH�WKH�WUHEOH��VHFRQG��¿IWK�DQG�VL[WK�EHOOV�WR�HQDEOH�WKH�EHOO�WR�EH�
lowered to the ground via the bell-hole in the centre of the vaulting. It 
was drawn through the streets in procession to the station, accompanied 
E\�WKH�EDQG�RI�WKH��WK�'RUVHW�5LÀH�9ROXQWHHUV�ZKLFK�PDUFKHG�LQ�IURQW��
playing ‘Oh dear! What can the matter be,’ but before the goods-shed 
was reached the small carriage on which the bell was placed gave way, 
and it took many hours’ work to get the bell onto its railway truck. 
The report in the Sherborne Mercury of 12th September said that, on 
weighing, the bell was found to turn the scales at 2-tons 8 1/4  cwt., not 
the expected three tons, while the report in the Poole & Dorset Herald 
two days later, said that it weighed 51 cwt., which presumably included 
WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�¿WWLQJV��7KH�WUDQVSRUW�RI�WKH�EHOO�WR�/RQGRQ�PXVW�

have been much facilitated by the addition of Sherborne to the railway 
network, being a station on the Salisbury and Yeovil Railway, a route 
which was opened in stages in 1859 and 1860: Sherborne station had 
opened on 7th May 1860. This railway joined up two major networks, 
and made for much easier access to other parts of the country.

The recast bell arrived back at Sherborne station on St John the 
Evangelist’s Day, 27th December 1865, where it remained until 2nd 
January 1866, the day appointed for its dedication. At noon the bell, 
which had been placed on a truck and decorated, was drawn from the 
station to the Abbey Church accompanied by the ringers and a large 
FRPSDQ\�RI�YROXQWHHUV��ZLWK�WKH�ULÀH�EDQG�OHDGLQJ�WKH�ZD\��7KHUH�LW�
remained until three o’clock, when there was evensong, followed by 
a sermon preached by the bishop, who then dedicated the bell. It was 
slowly drawn to a position under the tower, while the hymn ‘Lift it 
gently to the steeple’ was sung. After being lifted a few feet and struck 
three times, the benediction was proclaimed by the bishop from the 
altar. After the end of the service, most of the congregation remained to 
watch the bell being drawn up into the tower: gently it was, as it took 
an hour and three-quarters to raise it to the intermediate chamber in 
the tower, where it remained until the next day. Inevitably there was a 
lot of work to do in rehanging the bell and get the other bells back into 
position, which was carried out under the direction of Henry Boswell, 
but this only took a week, and on Tuesday 16th January 1866 the 
Sherborne Mercury reported:

µ:ROVH\¶V�%HOO�ZDV�UXQJ�LQ�D�SHDO��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�LW�
has been re-cast, on Tuesday. The ringers are highly pleased 
ZLWK�LWV�WRQH��DQG�VSHDN�FRQ¿GHQWO\�RI�LW�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�¶

This work was successful, and an editorial note in Church Bells on 
10 March 1877, responding to a correspondent, stated:

‘H. Stimpson: this correspondent thinks that Mr. Day of Eye, 
bell-hanger, has done a job ‘without precedent’— he having 
lately hung the tenor at Beccles, which weighs 28 cwt. and can 
be raised by one man, and rises true. We know several heavier 
bells which ‘RISE TRUE.’ To mention only one:— In January 
1866, the recast tenor at Sherborne, weighing over 46 cwt., was 
hung by Mr. Henry Boswell. He raised her by himself, and she 
rose true.’ 

There seems to have been some sort of backlash against this 
recasting, and the following (unfounded) malicious report appeared in 
the Sherborne Mercury on 20 February 1866:

‘WOLSEY’S BELL.—We regret to learn, upon good 
authority, that this bell, which was lately recast, is cracked, 
whether in hanging or since we are not informed,’

No response to this has so far been traced, and so it was treated with 
the contempt that it deserved.

(To be continued)

The 1883 renovations showing the partly demolished Town Hall in the 
foreground
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Part 3
At the end of Part 2 we left 

the story of Sherborne at the 
point when Wolsey’s Bell had 
been recast and rehung in the 
tower. However, a few years later 
ringing was disrupted by yet more 
structural problems.

Instability of the tower
With the recasting of Wolsey’s 

bell in 1866 and its rehanging 
in January 1867, ringing on the 
full octave must have continued, 
although nothing seems to have 
been reported in the local press, 
and this may well have had an 
XQWRZDUG�H൵HFW�RQ�WKH�WRZHU��
Although it had been underpinned 
by the two eastern piers being 
rebuilt, and the other two partly 
VR��QRWKLQJ�KDG�EHHQ�GRQH�WR�LWV�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH��ZKLFK�KDG�VX൵HUHG�
over the years because of the instability of its support, and from 
alterations to the eastern arch when the vaulting had been installed 
LQ�WKH�¿IWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��,Q������WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�WRZHU�ZDV�FDXVLQJ�
FRQFHUQ��DQG�WKH�YLFDU��WKH�5HYG�:�+�/\RQ��¿UVW�FRQIHUUHG�ZLWK�WKH�
churchwardens and then obtained a report from Mr R H Carpenter, 
WKH�VRQ�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�DUFKLWHFW�DQG�D�SDUWQHU�LQ�WKH�¿UP�RI�&DUSHQWHU�
and Ingelow. The vestry decided to obtain another report from Mr 
Carpenter, which, rather optimistically, estimated the cost of repair to 
be about £1,300. It decided that the work should be carried out, and 
to call a public meeting, which took place in the Town Hall on 18th 
October 1883. The vicar had also consulted with Mr John Digby, who 
gave a donation of £300 towards the work, and the meeting appointed 
a committee to look after the restoration of the tower. A subscription 
list was also opened during the meeting, which, with Mr Digby’s 
£300, totalled £508 16s. A decision was also made that no contract 
VKRXOG�EH�DFFHSWHG�IRU�WKH�ZRUN�XQWLO�WKH�VFD൵ROGLQJ�KDG�EHHQ�HUHFWHG�
(summarised from the Poole Telegram�����2FW��������0U�-RKQ�'LJE\�
ZDV�WKH�QHSKHZ�RI�0U�*�'�:LQJ¿HOG�'LJE\��WKH�ODWWHU�KDG�GLHG�RQ��WK�
May 1883, and his nephew succeeded to his estates, and continued his 
uncle’s philanthropic work. 

Things then began to happen, and on 13th November 1883 it 
was announced in the Dorset County Chronicle that the contract for 
WKH�VFD൵ROGLQJ��VHQW�LQ�E\�0U�
A[lexander]. Betten, had been 
accepted. Once this had been 
put up it gave Mr Carpenter the 
opportunity to do a stone-by-stone 
survey of the tower, and prepare 
a full report of what needed to be 
done to stabilise it, communicated 
to the Restoration Committee on 
22nd February and reported in full 
in the Dorset County Chronicle on 
6th March 1884. A shorter version 
appeared in both the Blandford 
and Wimborne Telegram and 
Poole Telegram on Friday 7th 
March 1884, under a Sherborne 
heading:

‘THE ABBEY CHURCH 
TOWER RESTORATION.—A 
meeting of the committee was 
held at the Vicarage last Friday 
week. The vicar presided. The 

architect, Mr. R. H. Carpenter, 
attended and produced 
the plans of the proposed 
restoration. It appeared to be 
absolutely necessary that the 
east side of the tower should 
be taken out and rebuilt. The 
architect was pressed to give 
an estimate of the cost of the 
restoration, but said he was 
unable to give a correct idea 
R൵�KDQG��,W�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WR�
VXEPLW�D�SURSHU�VSHFL¿FDWLRQ�
to three or four local builders 
and invite tenders, but not 
to throw the work open to 
competition. It was thought 
that some of the stones of 
the old Town Hall could be 
worked into the restoration, 
and it was arranged to ask for 
WKH�¿UVW�R൵HU�RI�WKH�VWRQHZRUN��

It is thought that it will cost £2,000 to restore the tower, and 
an extra sum for re-hanging the balls. The amount already 
FROOHFWHG�LV�D�OLWWOH�RYHU�������D�JRRG�SDUW�RI�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�
VSHQW�LQ�WKH�HUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VFD൵ROGLQJ�¶

Another meeting of the Restoration Committee on 1st April 1884 
KHDUG�WKDW�WKH�¿UP�RI�DUFKLWHFWV�KDG�DVNHG�IRU�WHQGHUV�IURP�ORFDO�
builders, but only two had responded. The cheapest was that of Mr 
%HWWHQ��ZKR�KDG�SXW�XS�WKH�VFD൵ROGLQJ��DQG�KLV�WHQGHU��UHSRUWHG�ODWHU�
DV�EHLQJ�RI���������V��G��ZDV�DFFHSWHG��$W�WKDW�WLPH�VXEVFULSWLRQV�
DPRXQWLQJ�WR��������V�KDG�EHHQ�PDGH�RU�SURPLVHG��EXW�WKH�WRWDO�FRVW��
LQFOXGLQJ�VFD൵ROGLQJ��UHEXLOGLQJ�DQG�UHSDLULQJ�WKH�VWRQHZRUN�RI�WKH�
tower, and rehanging the bells, was likely to be not less than £4,000, so 
£3,000 more would be needed. Mr Betten wasted no time in beginning 
the work, and on 8th April 1884 obtained permission from the Local 
Board to stop the road on the south side of the abbey at such times as 
he might be hoisting or lowering material for the work.

Work began on the east face of the tower, which was the elevation 
in the worst condition, and this was dismantled down to the panelled 
arch that had replaced the Norman work when the vaulted ceiling 
was introduced. On 15th May 1884 a foundation stone was laid at the 
north-east corner with much ceremony, and then the scheme, which 
included building a relieving arch to carry the weight of the elevation 
out to the rebuilt piers, could begin. On 17th July 1884 the Dorset 

County Chronicle reported that the 
east side had already been rebuilt 
as far as the belfry windows, and 
that ‘the old and new stone is 
being artistically blended. What is 
done is well done.’ Subscriptions 
also continued to come in but on 
28th August 1884 the same paper 
reported that they amounted to 
£1,760, and that at least another 
£2,000 would be required. Money 
continued to be a concern, and 
on 20th November 1884 the 
Restoration Committee appealed 
in the Dorset County Chronicle 
for more funds. A statement of 
accounts showed that subscriptions 
paid and promised then amounted 
WR����������V��G��ZKLOH�FDVK�
actually received amounted to 
£1,355 14s 6d, of which by that 
WLPH��������V��G�KDG�EHHQ�VSHQW��

Wolsey’s Bell: ringing at Sherborne in the nineteenth century
by John Eisel

Sherborne Abbey ringers in 1903 (Photo courtesy Andy Waring)

The Revd W H Lyon and the recast 7th bell in 1903  
(Photo Andy Waring)
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The appeal reported that the east side of the tower had been rebuilt, and 
some work had been done to the north and south walls of the tower. On 
��WK�'HFHPEHU��\HV��WKH�GDWH�LV�FRUUHFW���LW�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�0U�'LJE\�
had increased his contribution to £500 and that the subscription list was 
then up to £2,161, but that at least £1,600 more was needed. On three 
VLGHV�RI�WKH�WRZHU��QRUWK��VRXWK��DQG�ZHVW��WKHUH�ZDV�D�JDOOHU\��ÀDQNHG�
on the inside by Norman columns, and on the outside by the external 
ZDOO��ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�D�VRXUFH�RI�ZHDNQHVV��$W�WKDW�WLPH�ZRUN�RQ�¿OOLQJ�
this with sold masonry was underway, and the north side had already 
been completed. 

While this work was being carried out on the tower the bells were 
silent, and on 2nd January 1885 the Poole Telegram reported that ‘The 
merry ring of the Abbey bells, on account of the tower restoration, was 
IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��SUREDEO\��LQ�D�JHQHUDWLRQ��QRW�KHDUG�RQ�&KULVWPDV�
Eve, or on Christmas morning.’ This implies that, despite the failing 
state of the tower, the bells were rung for Christmas, 1883. (It is 
SRVVLEOH��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH\�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ�FKLPHG��

On 20th February 1885 the Bridport News reported that the 
Restoration Committee had decided to continue the work, but about 
£1,500 was still needed. Then, at a vestry meeting on 7th April 1885, it 
was stated that £1,000 was needed, not including the bells, but the work 
was proceeding in the faith that they would get the money (Southern 
Times����WK�$SULO��������2QH�IXQG�UDLVLQJ�HYHQW�ZDV�D�WKUHH�GD\�ED]DDU�
in July 1885, set up in the form of an Alpine village, which raised about 
£250, bringing the sum raised to about £3,000 towards the estimated 
total cost of £3,740. In a letter to the Southern Times of 31st July 1885, 
FKXUFKZDUGHQ�(�+�'RUOLQJ�VWDWHG�WKDW�LQ�YLHZ�RI�D�SRVVLEOH�GH¿FLW�RI�
about £700 the committee needed to consider carefully whether it could 
advise the vicar and churchwardens to take the responsibility of giving 
Warners the order for the bells. He said that, if so, the order should be 
given quickly to take advantage of the platforms used by the contractors, 
otherwise large beams would have to be hauled up inside the church, 
with possible damage to the vaulted ceiling. This implies that the frame 
and supporting timbers would be introduced via the belfry openings.

Warner’s proposals for rehanging the bells
Although I have so far been unable to trace a relevant newspaper 

report, Warners were subsequently commissioned to rehang the bells in 
a new frame, their report having stated that the condition of the bells 
was simply wretched. It was estimated that something between £350 
and £400 was needed. The decision was made to rehang the existing 
ULQJ�LQ�D�QHZ�IUDPH��DOWKRXJK�:DUQHUV�R൵HUHG�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�RI�DGGLQJ�
another bell and omitting the Wolsey bell from the ring, to be used for 
special occasions only. Meanwhile, the work on the tower continued in 
tandem, during which a relieving arch was built in the west elevation 
of the tower, to take the strain from masonry which had been disturbed 
by settlement in the piers, the north and south faces repaired, and a 
new parapet and the pinnacles built. The latter were proportioned from 
those of Milton Abbas, but kept more in line with what was described 
as ‘Sherborne detail.’ Both the work on the bells and the restoration 
of the tower come to a successful conclusion at about the same time. 
The work of rehanging of the bells was completed on 4th December 

1885, and was reported on in the Poole Telegram a week later, under a 
Sherborne heading: 

‘THE Abbey Bells were rung last Friday evening by the 
Sherborne ringers, the work of re-hanging having been 
completed the same afternoon. All was found to be in perfect 
order, and the new frame was so rigid that no perceptible 
vibration was experienced.’

On the same day the Sherborne ringers agreed to a new set of rules 
for the conduct of the ringers and arrangements for ringing and chiming 
WKH�EHOOV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�SULQWHG��WKH���WK�DQG�¿QDO�UXOH�VWDWHG�WKDW�D�FRS\�
RI�WKH�UXOHV�VKRXOG�EH�IUDPHG�DQG�¿[HG�LQ�WKH�ULQJLQJ�FKDPEHU��

Thanksgiving services for the completion of the work took place 
LQ�WKH�DEEH\�RQ��WK�'HFHPEHU�������UHSRUWHG�DW�OHQJWK�LQ�WKH�Dorset 
County Chronicle on 11 December 1885. Another version appeared in 
the Southern Times on the same date, which said: ‘In the afternoon, the 
belfry was occupied by a “Society of the College Youths,” who rang a 
number of peals in excellent style.’

There was, of course, rather more to it than that, and a long report of 
the visit appeared in Bell News on 12th December 1885. Nine members 
RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�<RXWKV�VHW�R൵�IURP�:DWHUORR�VWDWLRQ�DW�QLQH�R¶FORFN�RQ�
the thanksgiving day, arriving at Sherborne three hours later. Dinner 
was provided after a walk around Sherborne, and then a tour around the 
Abbey, and the report went on to say: 

‘The tower is massive and squatty, and the journey to the 
belfry may be what some people would call dangerous, it being 
necessary to make a circuit of the roof of the south transept. 
The top of the tower is reached by a circular iron staircase 
among the bells, and the ringing chamber is such as will not 
allow the slightest ray of daylight to penetrate.’

The service followed, prior to which the local ringers rang rounds 
on the bells, and after which, when the many visitors had withdrawn 
from the tower, an attempt was made for Holt’s Original, which had to 
be abandoned after 1204 changes had been rung in 50 minutes. It was 
said that all bar the seventh bell went well, but the seventh was not 
satisfactory, ‘she being a long-waisted bell, and great credit is due to Mr 
Hayes for the very manful manner in which he endeavoured to ring it 
for the peal.’ Other touches rung included six courses of Stedman Triples 
and three leads of Treble Bob. After tea the ringers returned to London, 
aside from Mr F E Dawe, who had started a little earlier for Devonshire.

In Bell News there was a report by another correspondent, which 
pointed out that the four largest bells were hung with Goslin’s patent 
stocks, using Goslin’s bearings. Problems with the ‘go’ of the seventh 
bell because of its shape were touched on, and it was pointed out that 
there was plenty of space for freely passing round the frame, and that 
when the bells were rung there was hardly any movement in it. It 
should be mentioned that the new frame was installed slightly higher 
LQ�WKH�WRZHU�WKDQ�LWV�SUHGHFHVVRU��DQG�WKDW�WKH�OD\RXW�ZDV��DQG�LV��
essentially one of four parallel pits, with a pair of bells on either side, 
those pairs swinging mouth-to-mouth. This layout was used in the 

Wolsey’s great bell returns from a further recasting in 1934 (Photo 
Daily Mirror, courtesy Andy Waring) 

Removal of the 7th bell in 1903 (Photo courtesy Andy Waring)
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eighteenth century, and became standard in the nineteenth, but did not 
reduce stress on the tower as might have been thought, no study having 
then been done on the interaction of bell forces until E H Lewis’s 
pioneering analysis in the twentieth century. In the Sherborne case, 
WKHUH�DUH�DFWXDOO\�¿YH�SDUDOOHO�SLWV��WKH�FHQWUDO�SLW�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�¿UH�
bell and the sanctus bell.

A newly-rehung ring of bells has an attraction for ringers who want 
to try them out, and on 2nd January 1886 a party from St Sidwell’s, 
Exeter, en route for Beaminster, stopped at Sherborne, where they rang 
a touch of Grandsire Triples, with two men on the tenor. The report in 
Bell News�RQ��WK�-DQXDU\������VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�VHYHQWK�ZDV�IRXQG�WR�µJR�
rather hard, as had been expected’. This indicates that the information 
on the ‘go’ of the bells had spread fairly rapidly.
2Q����'HFHPEHU������QRWLFH�ZDV�JLYHQ�LQ�Bell News that a peal 

of Grandsire Triples was to be attempted at Sherborne on New 
<HDU¶V�'D\��������JRLQJ�RQ�WR�VD\��µ1R�SHDO�KDV�EHHQ�VFRUHG�RQ�WKHVH�
bells yet, as the 7th is almost unpealable, being so falsely struck; if 
on account of this it is found impossible to proceed with the peal, 
it is proposed to make the attempt at Yeovil (six miles away from 
6KHUERUQH���RQ�WKH�EDFN�HLJKW�RI�WKH�¿QH�ULQJ�RI�WHQ��WHQRU�DERXW����
cwt. in C.’

The attempt for a peal at Sherborne ended in failure when a shift 
RFFXUUHG�MXVW�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�KDG�EHHQ�UXQJ��DQG�WKH�EHOOV�ZHUH�
brought round after 55 minutes, which was claimed as the longest touch 
RQ�WKH�EHOOV��DQG�µEHOLHYHG�WR�EH�WKH�¿UVW�FKDQJH�ULQJLQJ�RQ�WKHP�IRU�
twenty years, when the College Youths attempted a peal.’ The method 
was not stated, but would have been Grandsire Triples, and while the 
tenor was rung single-handed, there were two ringers on the seventh bell. 
A decision was made not to make another attempt, particularly as some 
of the band were keen to hear the bells at Yeovil, and a brake was hired 
to drive them there, where several touches were rung, and tea taken, 
concluding what was described as a most enjoyable meeting.
,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��GHWDLOV�RI�ULQJV�RI�HLJKW�RU�PRUH�EHOOV�ZHUH�

collected by the Central Council and published in instalments in Bell 
News��'HWDLOV�IRU�6KHUERUQH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI���WK�-XO\�������
and this reported that the bells went well, and that clocking was 
permitted. It was also stated that there was no half-pull or Sunday 
ringing, which gives background to the claim quoted above, but 
practices took place on a Tuesday in winter. These details had been 
collected some while previous to publication, as they ignore the fact 
that the third and seventh bells, previously cast in 1652 and 1653 
UHVSHFWLYHO\��KDG�EHHQ�UHFDVW�E\�:DUQHUV�LQ�������
+RZHYHU��LW�ZDV�QRW�WRR�ORQJ�DIWHU�WKDW�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�SHDO�RQ�WKH�EHOOV�

at Sherborne was rung, which was one of Grandsire Triples on 4th 
0DUFK�������ZKHQ�+ROW¶V�WHQ�SDUW�FRPSRVLWLRQ�ZDV�UXQJ�E\�D�EDQG�RI�
members of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild. Charles W Goodenough rang 
the seventh bell, and he evidently lived up to his name! Only one name 
was given against the tenor bell. Rather surprisingly, when this peal 
was published in Bell News�RQ���WK�0DUFK������QR�RWKHU�FRPPHQW�ZDV�
PDGH��+RZHYHU��DIWHU�WKH�'RUFKHVWHU�EUDQFK�PHW�DW�6KHUERUQH�RQ���WK�
$SULO������D�UHIHUHQFH�ZDV�PDGH�WR�WKH�SHDO�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW�RI�WKH�TXDUWHUO\�
business meeting that appeared in Bell News�RQ���WK�0D\�������ZKHQ�
the Secretary ‘alluded to the recent peal on the Abbey bells, and added 
it went to disprove the unfounded reports which had been circulated 
in the diocese that the bells were unringable, the verdict of the ringers 
being that the go of the bells was excellent.’ A similar report appeared 
in Church Bells�RQ���WK�0D\�������1RWKLQJ�ZDV�VDLG�DERXW�WKH�RGG�
VWUXFNQHVV�RI�WKH�VHYHQWK�EHOO��ZKLFK�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFWL¿HG�ZKHQ�WKH�
EHOO�ZDV�UHFDVW�LQ�������

Conclusion
This is a convenient place at which to leave the story of the bells at 

Sherborne. However, while the problems with hanging etc. were sorted 
RXW�LQ�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��WKH�¿QH�IUDPH�LQVWDOOHG�E\�:DUQHUV�VWLOO�
remains.

Sources and acknowledgments.
The two photos in Part 2 were used in the 2018 booklet on the 

bells, that of the vaulting being credited to Zoe Barker, and that of the 
VFD൵ROGLQJ�VKURXGHG�WRZHU�FUHGLWHG�WR�6KHUERUQH�6FKRRO�

Thanks to Chris Pickford for a discussion of, and information on, 
Sir Christopher Wren’s work at Salisbury. As is evident, this article is 
based on contemporary newspaper reports, which gives a perspective 

from the public viewpoint: further detail could no doubt be added from 
the parish archives. I have consulted W B Wildman’s transcript of 
the early parish accounts, published in the Proceedings of the Dorset 
1DWXUDO�+LVWRU\�DQG�$UFKDHRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\�LQ������DQG�������WKH�
ODWWHU�EHLQJ�UHSULQWHG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�UHSDJLQDWHG�R൵SULQWV�ZKLFK�IRUP�
the various sections of Canon Raven’s The Church Bells of Dorset. I 
have also consulted The Bells of Sherborne Abbey by Soole and Barker 
��������DQG�The Church Bells of Dorset�3DUW�,,��������E\�&KULVWRSKHU�
Dalton, as well as searching Church Bells and Bell News. So far no 
trace of the photograph taken by Thomas Geake in 1858 has been 
found, and it has not been used in any of the literature: should anyone 
know of a copy, I would be very pleased to hear.

We introduced All Saints last week. You can see the 
plain course alongside, and the bob is the same as a plain 
lead in Reverse Canterbury. 

The plain course includes a piece of work we are calling 
$OO�6DLQWV�SODFHV: lie, make fourths, 
lie again. If you ring by a circle of 
work, note that the All Saints Places 
piece of work happens twice. Try to 
ring by where you pass the treble to 
avoid confusion over where you are 
in the order of work, particularly in 
touches.

What to do at a call 
(All Saints Bob a.k.a. Reverse Canterbury Plain)

Pass At a plain lead At a bob Next lead
4-5 All Saints places 3-4 places down All Saints places
3-4 All Saints places ORQJ�¿IWKV long thirds
2-3 long thirds 3-4 places up make seconds
1-2 make seconds XQD൵HFWHG All Saints places

7KH�¿UVW�FROXPQ�VKRZV�ZKHUH�\RX�pass the treble. Note 
that if you meet it in 1-2 or 2-3, you ‘stop’ as soon as 
you’ve crossed it.

More touch callings

Last week we gave the basic 60 �ESESES��DQG�120: 
pppb × 3. Any rotation of either of these is true. You can 
also ring bbbb (the same as a plain course of Reverse 
&DQWHUEXU\��WR�SUDFWLVH�WKH�µEREV¶��
There are lots more true touches. For 60, any rotation of 
SSE�î���RU�SEE�î���LV�WUXH��H�J��ESEESE���)RU�100 all ten 
rotations of pbbbp bpppb are true. And for a 120 with 
nine calls rather than three, all four rotations of bbbp × 3 
are true.

Doubles of the month
February – All Saints Place Doubles
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