
    

Sunday 26 March 2023 – 5th Sunday of Lent 
THE ABBEY (please remember that the clocks went forward overnight!)  
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant:  The Reverend John Townend 
9.30 am Parish Eucharist  Celebrant:   Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes 
 Preacher:  The Reverend Robert Green 

Collect: Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered 

and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the 
power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Readings: Romans Ch 8: v 6 – 11; John Ch 11: v 1 - 45 
Hymns:  63 & 64, 342, 275, 641 

6.00 pm Choral Evensong  Officiant:  Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes 

CASTLETON CHURCH   Officiant:  The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

 11.15 am Mattins  Preacher:  The Reverend Pene Kennedy 
(The AGM follows this service.) 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 

 10.00 am Morning Service Officiant:  The Reverend John Townend 

LONGBURTON CHURCH  

10.00 am Said Holy Communion Celebrant:  The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON Leader:   Sue Hawkett 

10.30 am Morning Worship  Speaker:   Mark Greenstock 
 

 

SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON, 
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON and 

LONGBURTON 
 

To know God and to make Him known 
in wonder, love and praise 

 Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705 
 

The Abbey - Weekday Services 
Every Monday – Saturday at 8.30 am – Morning Prayer - The Sepulchre Chapel          

Every Monday at 9.00 am – CW Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel  

Every Tuesday at 12 noon – CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel           

Every Wednesday at 10.30 am – Holy Communion with Homily – The Lady Chapel 

(alternates CW and BCP) 

Every Thursday at 12 noon – BCP Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel          

Every Friday at 9.00 am – Ecumenical Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    
 

 



  

 

                 Thought for the Day  
If you go up the main staircase which leads to the monks’  
cells at the Monastery of San Marco in Florence, you will  
encounter at the top Fra Angelico’s beautiful mural of the  
Annunciation (1440). It depicts Gabriel arriving to tell the  
Blessed Virgin Mary that she is to give birth to the ‘Son of  
the Most High’ (Luke Ch 1: v 32), an event  which will  
change for ever her life and that of the world.  
The much-reduced image, above right, can only give a limited sense of this grand and lovely work, 
but we can see some important features: his calm and modest demeanour as he engages with 
Mary; her quiet acceptance of the awesome news; the way that ‘each reflects the other’s face till 
heaven in hers and earth in his shine steady there’ (Edwin Muir: The Annunciation). 
The Church celebrates the Annunciation nine months before Christmas, on 25 March  -  yesterday. 
But, in the Christian cycle, it collides this year with Passion Sunday (today), when we begin to 
reflect on our Lord’s suffering and death. Yet the two are closely related, though one is at the start 
of the story and the other near its end. Perhaps Fra Angelico’s picture can give us a clue: both 
Mary and Jesus experienced in their lives the closest spiritual rapport with God the Father, 
and  -  however grievous and painful the outcome was on Good Friday  -  accepted God’s will for 
the salvation of the world.                                                                                        Charles Mitchell-Innes 

                          
 

Sunday 2 April 2023 – Palm Sunday  
THE ABBEY   
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant:  The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 
9.15 am Liturgy of the Palms Procession (starting from The Green, top of Cheap Street) 
9.30 am Parish Eucharist  Celebrant:   The Reverend John Townend 
 Preacher:  The Reverend Christopher Huitson 
6.00 pm Choral Evensong  Officiant:  Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes 

CASTLETON CHURCH    

 11.15 am Mattins  Officiant:  The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 

 10.00 am Family Service  Officiant:  The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LONGBURTON CHURCH  

10.00 am Village Communion Celebrant:  The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON  

10.30 am Morning Worship  Leaders & Speakers: Steve & Jane Drew 
 

 

   

   

 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON Leader:    Barrie Jenks  

10.30 am Morning Worship  Speaker:   Helen Kisakye (Mission Partner) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Abbey - Weekday Services continued 
Every Friday at 9.00 am – Ecumenical Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    

1st Friday of the month at 9.00 am – Requiem Holy Communion -  The Sepulchre Chapel - (next 
service on Friday 5 May 2023 (due to 1st Friday in April being Good Friday)).              

3rd Friday of the month at 11.00 am – Remembering the Fallen (next service Friday 21 April 2023.) 

Every Saturday at 9.00 am – CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    

 

 

 



 

  

Notices 
Visiting Hours: The Abbey is open to visitors on Mondays to Saturdays (8.00 am – 5.00 pm) and on 
Sundays (11.00 am – 5.00 pm). The Abbey may close when private services are taking place. 
(Memorial Service – Friday 14 April (3.00 pm). Baptisms – Sunday 16 April (11.30 am) & Sunday 23 
April (2.00 pm).) 

Holy Week/Easter Services: Full details of these services are now available on our website 
(https://www.sherborneabbey.com/services/) and will be published in next week’s Pewsheet. 

Organ Recitals: On Mondays at 1.30 pm, free entry, retiring collection, all welcome:  
Monday 27 March 2023 – Simon Clarkson, Yeovil 

(Monday 3 April 2023 – no recital) 
Bank Holiday Monday 10 April 2023 – Peter King, Concert Organist, Bath 

Abbey Choirs: Vacancies for young singers aged 8-15 exist in both the new Girls' Choir and the 
Abbey Choir. Auditions available at different times to suit. Contact the Parish Office or email: 
james.henderson@sherborneabbey.com about both choirs.  
Service Music: Parish Eucharist: Mass for three voices, Lotti; Out of the deep, Morley; If ye love 
me, Tallis; Lord Jesus, think on me, Daman. Hymns: 63 & 64, 342, 275, 641. Choral Evensong: 
Introit: Lord Jesus, think on me, Daman; Responses: Plainsong; Psalm: 12, Plainsong; Canticles: 
Short Dorian Service, Tallis; Anthem: Remember not, Lord, our offences, Purcell. Hymns: 92, 91. 
(Both services will be sung by the adult members of the Abbey Choir.)                         James Henderson 

Castleton Verger: St Mary Magdalene Church, Castleton, are seeking a verger to help look after 
our lovely church and friendly congregation.  We are looking for five hours a week, 2½  hours of 
which will be on Sunday mornings when we hold our weekly service. This is a remunerated post. If 
you are interested and would like to talk to us, please ring our church wardens:  Frances Hastings 
on 01963 350977 or Robert Harris on 07771 770717.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

Prayer List: The Sick: Harry Bond, Bridget Hill, Chris Smallbone, John Bunnell, Julie Preece, 
Margaret Lovett and Fr Martin. Departed: Edna Ive, Sheila Sharman and John Appleby. 
                                                                                                                              Andrew Cross, Head Verger 

Longburton Village Café: On Tuesdays 28 March, 11 &25 April 2023, 10.30 am – noon, in the village 
church of St James. The café provides tea, coffee (free refills) & great cakes, just £2.00.     

The Reverend Lesley McCreadie                                

Coffee Morning: Everyone is invited to the Friends’ Coffee Morning on Wednesday 29 March 2023; 
from 10.30 am until 1.00 pm at the Digby Memorial Hall. An informal opportunity to meet over tea 
or coffee with a slice of cake! Do join us and bring a friend, or friends!  It would be helpful, for 
catering purposes, if you could RSVP to Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com to let us know if you 
will be coming.  Thank you.                                                                                   Frances Gomme-Duncan 

Shop Volunteers: We still urgently require your help in the shop - could you spare 2½ hours on 
alternate weeks? Wednesday 10.30 am  – 1.00 pm, Friday 1.00 pm – 3.30 pm or Saturday 1.00 pm 
– 3.30 pm. Full support plus cash till and card machine training given. You will be able to meet 
parishioners and visitors during your slot and help enable us to keep the shop fully staffed as we 
approach busier times. Please email me on Philip.Prout@sherborneabbey.com  or pop in to the 
shop, I am around most mornings.                                                                        Phil Prout, Shop Manager 

Exhibition of Paintings: Entitled ‘A Pilgrimage Towards Grace’, it features paintings by Cecily 
Dodwell and will take place in the Bow Chapel at the south end of the south Quire Aisle in the 
Abbey from Sunday 2 April until Thursday 13 April 2023 (10.00 am – 3.30 pm). All are welcome to 
come into the Abbey to view the paintings.                                                     The Reverend Martin Lee 

 

https://www.sherborneabbey.com/services/
mailto:james.henderson@sherborneabbey.com
mailto:Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com
mailto:Philip.Prout@sherborneabbey.com


 

 

 

 

                     

Parish Office – 01935 713777 (Monday – Friday 9.00 am – 3.00 pm (1.00 pm on Mondays)) 
Email: Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com  

Abbey Shop – Staffed hours: Monday - Friday 10.30 am – 3.30 pm; Saturday 10.30 am – 1.00 pm. 
Abbey Tours – If you wish to book a tour, please contact the Parish Office. 

Website: https://www.sherborneabbey.com/  

Messy Church: On Tuesday 4 April 2023 from 10.00 am until midday at Digby Memorial Church 
Hall. Easter themed art and craft activities for children aged 4+ (to be accompanied by an adult). 
No charge! All resources provided plus refreshments. Come along and have some fun! For more 
details, please contact Sue Lee (Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com) or call the Parish Office.   Sue Lee 

Pat Atkinson’s Funeral: For those unable to attend the funeral in London last Monday, you can 
view the service via this link: Online Services – St Michael and All Angels Blackheath (se3.org.uk) 

Lent Project 2023: We are appealing again for your support and incredible generosity for: 
Chernobyl Children’s Life Line (CCLL) and The Footprints Project. The Lent Project Leaflet can be 
found at the Abbey, Castleton & St Paul’s. The appeal closes on 16 April 2023.        John Crossman 

Julian Group: On Wednesday 12 April 2023; St. Johns’ Almshouse Chapel; 4.00 pm - 4.30 pm.                                               

Mothers’ Union: The next meeting is on Friday 28 April 2023 from 10.00 am until midday in the 
Griffiths Room at the Digby Memorial Church Hall. Talk by Jenny Nelson, Head of Wind, Brass & 
Percussion at Sherborne Girls’ School.                                                                      Jo Higgs, MU Secretary 
Taize Service: The next service is this Sunday 14 May 2023 at 6.30 pm, Cheap Street Church. (No 
service in April as Easter Day.) Details: vicarlesley@outlook.com. 

Fabric Committee: The scaffolding on the South Transept has been erected by Sherborne Town 
Council for work on the clock, which they own. Bearings on the drive shafts are being renewed, 
and both south and east dials are being refurbished. Work will be complete before the Coronation.  

Mike Keatinge 

Abbey Tours: Our regular guided tours of the Abbey, on Tuesdays at 10.30 am and Fridays at 2.00 
pm, will start from Tuesday 4 April 2023 (excluding Good Friday 7 April 2023) and will run until 
Friday 1 December 2023. As with entry to the Abbey, there is no charge for these tours (although 
donations aways appreciated). Just turn up and the guide will be waiting near the porch. If you 
have a larger group wanting a tour, please contact Joanna Sams in the Parish Office to arrange a 
convenient date/time.                                                                               Harold Clarke, Head Tour Guide 

The Benefice Team 
Team Rector of Sherborne Abbey with Castleton, St Paul’s, Lillington and Longburton: 

The Reverend Martin Lee 
The Vicarage, Abbey Close, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3LQ.   

Tel: 01935 713777 or 07725 593100   Email: martinlee903@btinternet.com  
Team Vicar:     Associate Priest: 
The Reverend Jim Edie     The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 
with particular responsibility for St Paul’s  with particular responsibility for 
Church, Sherborne. St Paul’s Vicarage,  St Martin of Tours, Lillington 
8 Kings Road, Sherborne DT9 4HU   11 Fairfield, Bristol Road, Sherborne, 
Tel: 01935 816444 (office)/revjim.edie@gmail.com  Dorset DT9 4HG.  Tel: 01935 812749 

St Mary Magdalene, Castleton and St James the Great, Longburton 
Please contact the Parish Office on 01935 713777 or email Sue Lee 

(Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com) for enquiries about these two churches. 
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