
    

Sunday 11 December 2022 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
THE ABBEY   
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Martin Lee 
9.30 am Parish Eucharist Celebrant:  The Reverend Martin Lee 
 Preacher: The Reverend Robert Green 

Collect: O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way 
before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and 
make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at 
your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for 
you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Readings: Isaiah Ch 35: v 1 – 10; Matthew Ch 11: v 2 – 11 

Hymns:  5, 15, 11, 490 

4.00 pm Christingle  Officiant: The Reverend Martin Lee  

6.00 pm Choral Evensong  Officiant: The Reverend Martin Lee  

CASTLETON CHURCH  

 11.15 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 

 10.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LONGBURTON CHURCH  

 10.00 am Family Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON Leader:  Kathy Pinsent 

10.30 am Holy Communion Speaker:  The Reverend Jim Edie 

Saturday 17 December 2022 
1.30 pm, 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm Shoppers’ Carols – all welcome! 

 

SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON, 
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON and 

LONGBURTON 
 

To know God and to make Him known 
in wonder, love and praise 

 Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705 
 

The Abbey - Weekday Services 
Every Monday – Saturday at 8.30 am – Morning Prayer - The Sepulchre Chapel          

Every Monday at 9.00 am – CW Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel  

Every Tuesday at 12 noon – CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel           

Every Wednesday at 10.30 am – Holy Communion with Homily – The Lady Chapel 
(alternates CW and BCP) 

Every Thursday at 12 noon – BCP Holy Communion - The Lady Chapel          

 



  

 

Thought for the Day  
I wonder how you are preparing for Christmas this year?  Advent is, of course, a time of waiting 
and preparation as we remember the coming of Jesus 2000 years ago and as we pray for His 
promised return in the future. At the Gryphon School this year I have been encouraging pupils 
to think about how they prepare for Christmas. 
We have been looking at three areas of preparation. Firstly, how we prepare physically; thinking 
about how our actions reflect kindness and generosity. Secondly, how we prepare mentally; 
particularly how we have joy and peace in our lives, but also how good self-control can aid our 
mental health. Finally, we have considered how we prepare spiritually with love and 
faithfulness in God.   
You might recognise these characteristics: kindness, generosity, joy, peace, self-control, love 
and faithfulness, as some of the Fruits of the Spirit described in the Bible, and therefore are also 
characteristics of Jesus himself. As we try and make these characteristics a priority, so we 
become more like Christ. What better way of preparing for Jesus Emmanuel than working to be 
more like Him. I encourage you, as you prepare, to ‘put on’ these characteristics too! 

The Reverend Jim Edie 
 

  

The Abbey - Weekday Services continued 
Every Friday at 9.00 am – Ecumenical Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    

1st Friday of the month at 9.00 am – Requiem Holy Communion -  The Sepulchre Chapel - 
(next service on Friday 6 January 2023).              

3rd Friday of the month at 11.00 am – Remembering the Fallen (next service Friday 16 Dec 2022.) 

Every Saturday at 9.00 am – CW Holy Communion - The Sepulchre Chapel    

  

 
Sunday 18 December 2022 – 4th Sunday of Advent 

THE ABBEY   
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion Celebrant: The Reverend Martin Lee 

9.30 am Parish Eucharist Celebrant:  The Reverend Martin Lee 
 Preacher: Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes 

5.00 pm Abbey Festival of  Officiant: The Reverend Martin Lee 
Lessons and Carols  All welcome (not ticketed). 

CASTLETON CHURCH  
 11.15 am Mattins  Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 

 6.00 pm Carol Service  Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

LONGBURTON CHURCH  

 4.00 pm Carol Service with  Officiant: The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 
Nativity   

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON Leader:  The Reverend Jim Edie 

10.30 am All Age Nativity Service Speaker:  COSMIC 
      

  

 

 

   

10.30am Morning Worship Speaker:   Kim Dunning 

       

 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON Leader:    Barrie Jenks  

10.30 am Morning Worship  Speaker:   Helen Kisakye (Mission Partner) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Notices 
Visiting Hours: The Abbey is open to visitors on Mondays to Saturdays from 8.00 am – 5.00 
pm and on Sundays from 11.00 am – 5.00 pm. Please be aware that The Abbey may close when 
private services are taking place. (Dorset Freemasons’ Carol Service on Sunday 11 December 
(2.45 pm); Wedding on Friday 16 December (2.00 pm); School Services on Tuesday 13 December 
(7.00 pm) and Thursday 15 December (2.00 pm). Funeral on Monday 19 December (2.00 pm).) 

Organ Recitals: The new series will start on Monday 9 January 2023 at 1.30 pm (free entry, 
retiring collection, all welcome).  
Service Music: Parish Eucharist: Mass for four voices, Byrd; Benedicamus Domino, Warlock; 
People look East, Ferguson; Hymns 5, 15, 11, 490.  Choral Evensong: Introit: E’en so, Lord Jesus, 
Manz; Responses: Clucas; Psalm: 34, Parratt; Canticles: Wood in F; Anthem: A spotless rose, 
Howells; Hymns: 12, 7.                       James Henderson, Director of Music                                                                                                                                  
Sherborne Christmas Celebration: This concert, open to everyone (free entry), will take place 
at 7.30 pm on Monday 12 December 2022 in the Abbey, featuring the Sherborne Abbey Choir, 
Sherborne Town Band and the Gryphon Choir. Director of Music: James Henderson. 
Longburton Village Café: Held in the village church of St James, the café provides tea, coffee 
(free refills) and great cakes, for just £1.50 and will be open for a special Christmas café on 
Tuesday 13 December 2022 from 10.30 am until noon.              The Reverend Lesley McCreadie                                                                       

Art & Advent: On Wednesday 14 December 2022 in the Sepulchre Chapel (2.00 pm – 3.00 pm), 
the second meditation exploring how paintings can give us fresh insights into the season of 
Advent, each consisting of an introduction, a time of silence and a time sharing our thoughts. 
For more details or to indicate a wish to attend, contact The Rev David Marl (01935 389673).                                                                                          

Julian Group: This is not a prayer group – just an opportunity to share half-an-hour’s silence 
and meditation with fellow Christians and let God speak to us.  The meetings are ecumenical.   
It is very refreshing. Why not give it a try?  The next meeting is on Wednesday 14 December 
2022 in St. Johns’ Almshouse Chapel from 4.00 pm to 4.30 pm.            Shirley Fry (01935 389124) 

A Quieter Christmas: On Thursday 15 December 2022 in the Lady Chapel at 7.00 pm – a 
delightfully quiet, reflective time just before Christmas for those who find the busyness of this 
season a struggle. You may be thinking of a loved one at this time or feel that a little oasis may 
benefit you and put Christmas into its right perspective.  This service allows us all to draw near 
to God to steady, refresh and still our hearts for the coming of Christ. All welcome. 

The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 

St Paul’s Church Warm Space: From Tuesday 6 December 2022, St Paul’s Church is offering a 
Warm and Welcoming Space every Tuesday and Friday afternoons from 2.00 pm until 5.00 pm. 
Refreshements will be offered.                                                                          The Reverend Jim Edie 

SCT Carol Singing: On Saturday 17 December 2022 from 11.00 am to midday, SCT are 
organising carol singing outside Waitrose again this year. This is an opportunity to tell out the 
Good News of Christmas that God is with us. Come if you can, for part or all of the time.  It 
would be good to have a large number of singers representing each of the churches – the more, 
the merrier! Carol sheets will be provided.                                                             Janet Le Moignan 

Sherborne Advent Windows: Each December day, a new window will appear until there are 
24 across Sherborne. The first is the Pod in Cheap Street. Decorated by volunteers, the idea is 
to bring love and joy to all, to shine a light in the cold, dark wintertime and to share the festive 
spirit with our community. So please do go, find and look at some of the beautiful windows – 
between 3.00 pm – 7.00 pm might be the best time!                                                Ruth Rogerson 

 



 

 

 

 

                     

Parish Office – 01935 713777 (Monday – Friday 9.00 am – 3.00 pm (1.00 pm on Thursdays)) 
Email: Joanna.Sams@sherborneabbey.com  

Abbey Shop (in the Abbey) – Opens Monday - Friday 10.30 am – 3.30 pm 
Abbey Tours – If you wish to book a tour, please contact the Parish Office. 

Website: https://www.sherborneabbey.com/  

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies with Carols: All are invited to enjoy mulled wine & mince pies on 
Monday 19 December 2022 from 7.00 pm in The Lady Chapel and then sing carols outside 
(weather permitting).                                                                                       The Reverend Martin Lee 
Christmas Tree Festival: From Saturday 3 – Saturday 10 December 2022, Cheap Street Church, 
10.00 am – 5.00 pm. A SCT event sponsored by Castle Gardens. Local school choirs will be 
performing (Mon 2.30 pm; Tues – Thurs 2.00 pm) with a closing carol concert at 5.00 pm on the 
Saturday with the Town Band and Mayor. Donations to Sherborne Food Bank and Christians 
against Poverty.   

SCT Christmas Day Lunch: In the Digby Memorial Church Hall (12.30 pm - 3.00 pm) primarily for 
anyone without family at Christmas. Traditional lunch – turkey and all the trimmings followed by 
Christmas pudding (vegetarian option) – no charge. To join us and/or volunteer please fill in the 
form(s) at the Parish Office and we will contact you in due course. Volunteers required for 
Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day. Thanks to all our sponsors, especially Waitrose and Les 
Evans.  Spread the word!                                                                                                    John Bradshaw 

Mothers’ Union: The next meeting will take place on Friday 27 January 2023 from 10.00 am until 
midday at the Digby Memorial Church Hall.                                                        Jo Higgs, MU Secretary 

Contacting the Team Rector: Due to current problems with the Vicarage’s phone, if you need to 
contact Martin please ring the Parish Office or his mobile. 

Abbey Shop: Do visit the shop for a great selection of Christmas cards, Advent candles & seasonal 
gifts. Also plum, luscious lemon and sticky toffee puddings available! We have new stocks of The 
Reverend Nelva Moss’ book ‘A Question of Belief’, priced at £6.95, available too.           Phil Prout  
Pewsheet and Monthly Bulletin: Both the Pewsheet and Monthly Bulletin (December’s has been 
published) are available on the Abbey’s website: https://www.sherborneabbey.com/pew-
sheets/                 Parish Office 

The Benefice Team 
Team Rector of Sherborne Abbey with Castleton, St Paul’s, Lillington and Longburton: 

The Reverend Martin Lee 
The Vicarage, Abbey Close, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3LQ.   

Tel: 01935 713777 or 07725 593100   Email: martinlee903@btinternet.com  
Team Vicar:     Associate Priest: 
The Reverend Jim Edie     The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 
with particular responsibility for St Paul’s  with particular responsibility for 
Church, Sherborne. St Paul’s Vicarage,  St Martin of Tours, Lillington 
8 Kings Road, Sherborne DT9 4HU   67 Acreman Street, Sherborne, 
Tel: 01935 816444 (St Paul’s Office)  Dorset DT9 3PH.  Tel: 01935 812749 

St Mary Magalene, Castleton and St James the Great, Longburton 
Please contact the Parish Office on 01935 713777 or email Sue Lee 

(Sue.Lee@sherborneabbey.com) for enquiries about these two churches. 
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