
 
In compliance with the HM Government 
Lockdown 3 Covid-19 National Restrictions: 
 

The Abbey’s regular opening and visiting times 
are suspended. 
 

The Abbey Shop and the Digby Memorial 
Church Hall are closed.  
 

Prayer for Peace and Remembering the Fallen 
are postponed until further notice. 
 

The Parish Office remains closed: The Parish 
Secretary is working in isolation. She may be 
contacted on 01935 812452 on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays between 9.00 am 
and 4.30 pm. Please note she does not work on a 
Wednesday.  

Her email address is: 
parishsecretary@sherborneabbey.com 

 

THE BENEFICE TEAM 
 

Team Vicars 
 

The Reverend Jane Craw  
with particular responsibility for  
St Mary Magdalene, Castleton 

Jubilee Cottage, Lower Kingsbury, Milborne Port, 
Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 5ED. Tel: 01963 251527 

 

The Reverend Lesley McCreadie  
with particular responsibility for  
St James the Great, Longburton 

5 King’s Close, Longburton, Sherborne, Dorset, 
DT9 5PW. Tel: 01963 210548 

 

The Reverend Jono Tregale  
with particular responsibility for  

St Paul’s Church, Sherborne 
St Paul’s Vicarage, 8 Kings Road, Sherborne, Dorset, 

DT9 4HU. Tel: 01935 815820 
 

Associate Priests 
 

The Reverend Hugh Bonsey  
with particular responsibility for  

St Martin of Tours, Lillington 
67 Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 3PH 

Tel: 01935 812749 
 

The Reverend Ron Martin  
Head of Chaplaincy Services at Dorset County 

Hospital, Dorchester 
Tel work: 01305 255198; Tel home: 01935 815334 

 

The Reverend Diane Tregale 
Chaplain of the Gryphon School 

St Paul’s Vicarage, 8 Kings Road, Sherborne, Dorset, 
DT9 4HU. Tel: 01935 815820 

 

Honorary Assistant Priest 
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes  
Chaplain to the Abbey    

South Bank, South Street, Sherborne, Dorset, 
DT9 3LZ. Tel: 01935 812656 

 
 

SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON,  
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON 

and LONGBURTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705 
 

To know God and to make Him known   
in wonder, love and praise 

 

Sunday 17 January 2021 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature  

by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Readings 
 

1 Samuel 3: 1 - 10  

John 1: 43 - 51 
 
 

Temporary suspension of worship in the 
Sherborne Benefice  

 

In view of the worsening Covid situation in the 
country, it is with deep regret that the decision has 
been made to suspend worship in the five churches 
of this benefice, something we have not done 
lightly. These measures will begin from Sunday 
17th January and will be reviewed at regular 
intervals. We do this keeping in mind the need to 
protect our neighbour, which we take to mean 
showing care and concern for the wellbeing of all 
people in this area and beyond. The government is 
strongly advising people to stay at home and to 
keep safe. These steps bring us into line with most 
other Christian churches. 
 

The Team Vicars: Revdd Jane Craw,  
Lesley McCreadie and Jono Tregale 

 



 Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes will preside at our 
YouTube recording of the Eucharist.  

You can follow it on our website 
www.sherborneabbey.com  

from 10.30 am. 
 
 

St Paul’s YouTube service is available every Sunday 
from 10.30 am. A recorded service of Morning 
Worship, with hymns and songs, confession, prayers, 
reading and sermon. All contributed by different 
members of the congregation. Search for St Paul’s, 
Sherborne on YouTube.  
 
Castleton, Lillington and Longburton all provide 
online services for their respective congregations. 
 

Thought for the Day 
 

Psalm 139 is one of my favourites and it is the set 
psalm for today. For some, perhaps, in a world of 
high surveillance, it might feel intrusive and 
oppressive. 
 
“O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you 
discern my thoughts from far away. You search out 
my path and my lying down, and are acquainted 
with all my ways. Even before a word is on my 
tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.” 
 
But I take a different view. These aren’t words 
describing a god watching to catch us out: to 
punish us. These are words of compassion and care. 
God is a loving Father to us, and these words 
remind us that we are not alone, and we are not 
unknown. God knows our thoughts – our fears and 
our doubts, as well as our joys and our hopes. As 
we face the mixed emotion of another lockdown 
alongside the roll-out of vaccinations we can draw 
strength from God’s words. 
 
“How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! I try to count them - 
they are more than the sand; I come to the end - I 
am still with you.” 

The Reverend Jono Tregale 
 

Bishop Karen has offered us the following prayer 
to be prayed throughout the Interregnum: 

 

Loving Heavenly Father,  
we ask you to send us a new Rector  

who loves you, is faithful and prayerful, 
who will teach your Word,  

who has real love for people, 
who will lead your church effectively. 
Guide all who help find this person,  

lead them not to the one we think we want,  
but to the one you know we need.  

In this whole process, may your will alone be done 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

Notices 
 

Our former Team Rector, Canon Eric Woods, 
celebrated his 70th birthday last Monday, and has 
asked if he might use the Pewsheet to thank those 
many parishioners and former colleagues who sent 
gifts, cards, e-cards, emails and letters. They were 
greatly appreciated. After the statutory six months’ 
“lying fallow” Eric has been given Permission to 
Officiate in the Diocese, and celebrated the 
Eucharist for the first time last Sunday, at St 
Thomas à Beckett, Lydlinch, within the 
Sturminster Newton Benefice. He and Sandra are 
very happy in their new home, though impatient to 
be able to get to know their new community. 
Meanwhile the Bishop of Salisbury has found him 
various jobs to do! Eric sends his love and 
blessings to us all.  
 
The warmest of thank you greetings from the 
Friends of North Dorset Women’s Refuge. When 
I wrote for the pew sheet back in November, never 
in my wildest dreams did I envisage such a 
response as you made: thank you so very much.  
 

Your generosity meant that we were able to 
provide wonderful pamper hampers not just for 
women in “our” refuge, but also for single women 
in a second Refuge which has been set up during 
2020 and which we are supporting as best we are 
able with such funds as we have.  
 

We hope (when at last we can meet again!) that we 
can “grow” a Friends of the single Refuge and 
already have two people in our sights to get this 
underway. We had hoped to invite them to our 
meetings which are always very informal, but 
informative, but that hasn’t happened as yet. We 
believe it will.  
 

Christmas was a bitter sweet time for all of us. For 
families in Refuge it was as good a celebration as it 
could be with your generous help, with hampers 
from a local well known Hamper Distributor, with 
toy boxes from Rotary/Kids Out and other 
donations. They were overwhelmed when they 
opened the doors to their flats on Christmas 
morning and found that Father Christmas had 
found them! 
 

 

So a simple but 
profound thank 
you and our 
very best wishes 
for 2021 and 
whatever it may 
bring along with 
it.  
 
Sara Jacson 
 

 


