
 A first for the Craw family: Some of you attended a concert 
at the Abbey Festival 2019 when Ben Craw and his 
accompanist Yuhao Guo gave a wonderful performance of 
Schubert’s Winterreise (Winter Journey). Now they have 
recorded it on a CD which can be purchased for £13.75 at the 
Abbey Shop or online from www.benjaminhewatcraw.com 
at the same price plus packing and postage. This is a superb 
recording which for me and, I hope, for you too will solve a 
few Christmas present problems!  Hugh Watkins 
 
Advent Julian Meeting: We are planning a meeting of the 
Julian Group on Wednesday 9 December from 11.00 am to 
11.30 am in the Griffiths Room at the Digby Memorial 
Church Hall. Please note the change of time to avoid a dark 
early evening. Social distancing will be observed and masks 
must be worn. Surfaces will be sanitised. Everyone is 
welcome to experience a quiet time of meditation. For further 
information please contact Shirley Fry on 01935 389124.  
 
The Parish Office is currently closed: The Parish Secretary is 
working in isolation but may be contacted on 01935 812452 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays between 9.00 am 
and 4.30 pm. Please note she does not work on a Wednesday.  
 

Her email address is: 
parishsecretary@sherborneabbey.com 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Team Vicars 
 

The Reverend Jane Craw  
with particular responsibility for  
St Mary Magdalene, Castleton 

Jubilee Cottage, Lower Kingsbury, Milborne Port, Sherborne, 
Dorset, DT9 5ED. 
Tel: 01963 251527 

 

The Reverend Lesley McCreadie  
with particular responsibility for  
St James the Great, Longburton 

5 King’s Close, Longburton, Sherborne, Dorset, 
DT9 5PW. Tel: 01963 210548 

 

The Reverend Jono Tregale  
with particular responsibility for  

St Paul’s Church, Sherborne 
St Paul’s Vicarage, 8 Kings Road, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 

4HU. Tel: 01935 815820 
 

Associate Priest 
 

The Reverend Hugh Bonsey  
with particular responsibility for  

St Martin of Tours, Lillington 
67 Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 3PH. 

Tel: 01935 812749 
 

Honorary Assistant Priest 
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes  
Chaplain to the Abbey    

South Bank, South Street, Sherborne, Dorset, 
DT9 3LZ. Tel: 01935 812656 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON,  
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON 

and LONGBURTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705 
 

To know God and to make Him known   
in wonder, love and praise 

 

Sunday 29 November 2020 
Advent Sunday 

 

Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes will preside at our YouTube 

recording of the Eucharist. You can follow it on our website 

www.sherborneabbey.com  

 

Collect 
 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

Readings 
 

I Corinthians 1: 3 - 9 
Mark 13: 24 - 37 

 

Sunday 6 December 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

THE ABBEY 
 

9.30 am Parish Eucharist 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Reverend Guntars Reboks 

 

The Reverend Christopher Huitson will preside at our 

YouTube recording of the Eucharist. You can follow it on 

our website www.sherborneabbey.com  

 

CASTLETON CHURCH 
 

11.00 am Mattins 
Officiant: The Reverend Jane Craw 

 

STPAULS@THEGRYPHON 
 

9.00 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
 

 
 

http://www.benjaminhewatcraw.com


 
The St Paul’s YouTube service is available every Sunday 
from 10.30 am. A recorded service of Morning Worship, with 
hymns and songs, confession, prayers, reading and sermon. 
All contributed by different members of the congregation. 
Search for St Paul’s, Sherborne on YouTube. Previous 
services from April 2020 onwards are available too. 

 

LILLINGTON CHURCH 
 

10.00 am Village Service 
Officiant: The Reverend Hugh Bonsey 

 

LONGBURTON CHURCH 
 

10.00 am Village Communion 
Celebrant: The Reverend Lesley McCreadie 

 

Abbey Weekday Service 
 

Wednesday 9 December at 10.30 am  
BCP Holy Communion with Homily  
Celebrant: The Reverend Jane Craw 

 

Wednesday 16 December at 10.30 am  
Common Worship Holy Communion with Homily  

Celebrant: Canon Tim Biles 
 

Lady Chapel, please enter by the south-east door 

 

Thought for the Day 
 

Today marks the start of Advent and the beginning of the new 
church year – but, unlike Advent calendars, is dated from the 
4th Sunday before Christmas rather than the 1st day of 
December. Advent means ‘coming’ and has traditionally been 
used as a period of preparation for the celebration of Christ’s 
birth. In scripture, though, it is much more associated with the 
‘end of the age’ and the return of Jesus. It is suffused with a 
sense of hopeful longing for when Jesus will put all things 
right. So, it is a time of waiting, and as scripture reminds us, 
also of watching. It is about preparing ourselves for Christ’s 
coming. How do we do that? We pray and we serve; 
following the example of Christ in sharing the good news in 
both word and deed. For us Advent falls at the darkest time of 
the year, and the natural symbols of darkness and light are 
powerfully at work, so let’s pray – “Lord Jesus, Light of light, 
you have come among us. Help us who live by your light to 
shine as lights in your world. Glory to God in the highest. 
Amen.”.   The Reverend Jono Tregale 

 
Bishop Karen has offered us the following prayer to be 

prayed throughout the Interregnum: 
 

Loving Heavenly Father,  

we ask you to send us a new Rector  

who loves you, is faithful and prayerful, 

who will teach your Word,  

who has real love for people, 

who will lead your church effectively. 

Guide all who help find this person,  

lead them not to the one we think we want,  

but to the one you know we need.  

In this whole process,  

may your will alone be done in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Notices 
 

Please note that the Advent Quiet Day scheduled for 
tomorrow, Monday 30 November, in the Digby Memorial 
Church Hall has been cancelled. 
 
 

The Abbey will be open again on Thursday 3 December 
and Friday 4 December from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm. This 
will be restricted to the nave, so that the Abbey’s other 
‘rooms’ of the Chancel, Sanctuary and Lady Chapel can 
continue to be Covid-19 secure for multiple other activities 
during the week. To enable this expansion in activity, a 
majority of the nave pews will be taped-off, so visitors will 
enjoy a mostly ‘walking’ visit. A one-way system will also 
operate to ensure good social distancing. These new 
arrangements strike a careful balance so that important other 
services and activities (such as limited attendance funerals) 
can continue to take place in the nave. 
 

From Tuesday 8 December, the Abbey will be open on four 
weekdays each week, Tuesday to Friday, 11.00 am to 3.00 
pm. Please note that on Thursday 10 December, due to a 
funeral, the Abbey will be open from 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm 
only. 
 

Places of worship will be able to resume services once the 
current lockdown ends. Even with Tier 2 restrictions, services 
will return to all our Benefice churches on Sunday 6 
December. 
 
The Reverend Guntars Reboks: Sadly, the time has come 
for us to say ‘goodbye’ to Guntars. The Bishop kindly 
extended his licence until 31 December because of all the 
difficulties of Covid, but now Guntars has decided that he and 
Enija will return to Latvia. His last service with us will be 
Sunday 6 December  
 

Guntars has spent valuable time with us here as a curate since 
joining the team in June 2016 and we have enjoyed his 
company and thank him for all he has done for the Benefice. 
In recent months he has been responsible for the ‘techie’ side 
of posting our weekly service on YouTube for which we are 
really grateful. 
 

I am sure we would like to mark his time with us by 
presenting him with a gift. Donations may be delivered to the 
Parish Office in an envelope marked ‘Guntars Presentation’. 
Cheques should be made payable to Sherborne Abbey. As the 
Parish Office is currently closed, please post envelopes 
through the letterbox and they will be collected regularly. We 
will present our gift at the service on 6 December. 
 

The Reverend Lesley McCreadie, Team Vicar 
 
Sherborne Abbey Music Festival: For those of you who are 
missing concerts during these difficult times, the Abbey 
Festival has produced its first ever ‘virtual’ concert which 
may be viewed from the comfort of your own home. 
Featuring Ruth Rogers leading her Iuventus String Quartet, 
virtual ‘tickets’, which enable access to the filmed concert, 
are available to buy for £8 from now until Monday 7 
December when the concert is taken down.  
 
The tickets are available exclusively from the Festival 
website www.sherborneabbeyfestival.org and all income 
raised will help the Festival to continue its outreach projects 
in the Abbey and the town. Whilst we all hope to be attending 
concerts in the Abbey before too long, this is a great way of 
supporting the Abbey Festival in the meantime.  
 
Bernard Brown, Hon Treasurer writes: Following the Day 
of Prayer and Gifts on Sunday 1 November, the ‘books’ will 
remain open for any further gifts until the end of this month. 
Donations can be made by cheque payable to Sherborne 
Abbey or by bank transfer (BACS) to: 
Account: Sherborne Abbey 
Sort Code: 60-19-12 
Account number 05509084 
Cheque donations should be posted or delivered to the Parish 
Office, 3 Abbey Close, Sherborne, DT9 3LQ. 
 

http://www.sherborneabbeyfestival.org/

