
 
 
 
 

THE BENEFICE TEAM 
 

Team Vicars 
 

The Reverend Jane Craw  
with particular responsibility for  
St Mary Magdalene, Castleton 

Jubilee Cottage, Lower Kingsbury, Milborne Port, 
Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 5ED 

Tel: 01963 251527 
 

The Reverend Lesley McCreadie  
with particular responsibility for  
St James the Great, Longburton 

5 King’s Close, Longburton, Sherborne, Dorset. 
DT9 5PW. Tel: 01963 210548 

 
The Reverend Jono Tregale  

with particular responsibility for  
St Paul’s Church, Sherborne 

St Paul’s Vicarage, 8 Kings Road, Sherborne, 
Dorset DT9 4HU. Tel: 01935 815820 

 

Associate Priests 
 

The Reverend Hugh Bonsey  
with particular responsibility for  

St Martin of Tours, Lillington 
67 Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 3PH 

Tel: 01935 812749 
 

The Reverend Ron Martin  
Head of Chaplaincy and Bereavement Services at 

Dorset County Hospital, Dorchester 
Tel work: 01305 255198 
Tel home: 01935 815334 

 
The Reverend Diane Tregale 

Chaplain of the Gryphon School 
St Paul’s Vicarage, 8 Kings Road, Sherborne, 

Dorset DT9 4HU. Tel: 01935 815820 
 

Assistant Curate 
 

The Reverend Guntars Reboks 
69 Granville Way, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 4AT 

Tel: 07925 158 436 
 

Honorary Assistant Priest 
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Mitchell-Innes  
Chaplain to the Abbey    

South Bank, South Street, Sherborne, Dorset 
DT9 3LZ. Tel: 01935 812656 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SHERBORNE ABBEY with CASTLETON,  
SAINT PAUL'S, LILLINGTON 

and LONGBURTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Founded by St Aldhelm AD 705 
 

To know God and to make Him known   
in wonder, love and praise 

 

Sunday  

5th July 2020 

4th Sunday after Trinity 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 

that with you as our ruler and guide 

we may so pass through things temporal 

that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 

grant this, heavenly Father, 

for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 
THE ARCHDEACON WRITES 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
On Tuesday we said farewell to Canon Eric, who 
finally retired after 27 years of faithful service to 
the Sherborne Benefice, and the Abbey community. 
It has been a poignant time for him. Covid 19 
caused the cancellation of the splendid celebration 
you were planning to mark his retirement, on 
Easter Day. Rather than move to his new home in 
Sturminster Newton, Eric soldiered on, pioneering 
and honing on-line services and continuing to serve 
the town at this difficult time.  Bishop Karen and I 
are immensely grateful for all his years of service, 
and for carrying on during the past few months. We 
wish him and Sandra God’s blessing in their new 
home, (when the carpet situation enables them to 
move there). We hope that the next few months 
will enable both to take stock and ask how God 



 

may be calling them to ministry during what we 
hope will be a long and happy retirement. Good 
priests never truly retire, they just move on to new 
ways of service. 
 
Twenty-seven years is a long time, and I suspect 
that most of the people of the Benefice will not 
have been part of a vacancy process before. So 
please let me reassure you that the Christian life of 
the Sherborne Benefice will continue. Of course 
that continuity has been in a rather different shape 
because of Covid 19, and lock down. This week 
saw Sherborne Abbey reopen for private prayer, 
and I am very grateful to Duncan and others who 
have worked so hard to make that happen. Going 
forward the Abbey will be open on Mondays and 
Thursdays between 11.00 am and 1.00 pm. There 
has been hard work on risk assessments, and how 
to follow government guidelines in other churches 
across the Benefice. So Castleton Church will be 
open on Thursdays between 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm, 
Longburton Church will be open on Sundays 
between 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm, and Lillington 
Church can be accessed by contacting 
Churchwarden Lisa Lewis at lisa@lisalewis.co.uk 
 
St Paul’s will not be open for the time being, but 
there are notices directing people to the other 
churches. 
 
For the time being on-line worship will continue (I 
will be taking part in a fortnight’s time). In due 
course the Abbey and sister churches will reopen 
for worship. This is not a straightforward task as 
the government guide-lines are detailed and 
complex. Social distancing will mean that very 
limited numbers of people will be able to gather 
together in church for the foreseeable future. You 
will also have to get used to socially distanced 
queues to get in and out of church (think of how we 
enter supermarkets these days). Singing will not be 
allowed for the time being, over fears that 
potentially hazardous water droplets will be 
projected into the atmosphere. So there is still a lot 
of planning to be done before the PCCs can 
consider the risk assessments and decide when it is 
safe for the buildings once again to be places of 
communal worship. Many thanks to all those 
involved, it is a time consuming and complex task, 
but doing it well ensures that we don’t put people’s 
health in danger. 
 
During the vacancy a team of clergy and lay 
officers, will be responsible for the smooth running 
of the Benefice. You are fortunate in having able 
Team Vicars, Churchwardens, lay leaders, vergers, 
volunteers, licensed and retired clergy who will all 
play their part. I have had several conversations 
with members of that team of people and will 
continue to be available for support.  

Please remember all these individuals in your 
prayers, that they may work together to continue 
the work of God in this Benefice. 
 
In due course Bishop Karen will be consulting the 
wider community about the needs of the Benefice. 
That will lead onto a vision day (delayed by Covid 
19) for the PCC as they start work on a parish 
profile. A small group will work with me on 
putting together the document itself. This will 
outline your aspirations for the future, and give an 
overview of the gifts and talents which any 
prospective Team Rector would need to have. 
Please make this a prayerful process. Pray for all 
those involved in discerning a vision and putting it 
down on paper. Please pray for those who will 
consider whether God may be calling them to the 
role of Team Rector, and please pray for those who 
will be part of the interview and discernment 
process. 
 
Finally I give God thanks for all those in your 
community who serve and have served the 
Kingdom of God with such faithfulness. As we 
move into a new stage of the life of the Benefice, I 
pray God’s blessing on you all.  
 
Archdeacon Penny 
 

NOTICES 
 

Pleated Mask Project: Shirley Fooks would like 
to thank all those who have supported the project 
thus far and for their complimentary feedback. All 
proceeds are for the Yeatman Hospital. This is an 
ongoing project so please contact Shirley on 
safooks@btinternet.com if you would like to 
purchase a pleated mask for this excellent cause. 
They come in many colours  and material design, ie 
stripes, spots, floral or abstract!  
 
The Parish Office: During the current situation, 
the Parish Secretary may be contacted on 01935 
812452 on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays between 9.00 am and 4.30 pm. Please note 
she does not work on a Wednesday. 
 

Her email address is:  
parishsecretary@sherborneabbey.com 
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